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in the area of SCHNEEREN 0838 with a 
strong patrol out at HAGEN 1443. C Sqn 
were at REHBURG. D Sqn withdrew 
their two northern patrols to LEMKE for 
the night and kept one out at LIEBENAU.  
RHQ was still at LOCCUM.

9th April 1945
Another patrol was operating with 1st 

Commando Bde which took LEESE in 
the early morning. Mines prevented this 
patrol from advancing north so it was 
withdrawn to HUSUM. All troops were 
withdrawn for the night except one from 
C Sqn which guarded a V2 site NE of 
LEESE…..  On the news at 2100 hrs the 
BBC reported A Sqn›s capture of the V1s 
at STEYERBERG.

ALLER

Within two days of the fall of Leese, 
the Commando Brigade was again called 
upon to lead the crossing of its third river 
in as many weeks. This time at the River 
Aller, on the night of April 10, they were 
to force a passage near the town of Essel 
for the 11th Armoured Division.

Brigadier Mills-Roberts1 decided to 
cross the Aller on the railway bridge a 
mile farther downstream rather than use 
the road bridge close to the town which 
the defenders would almost certainly 

seen at Belsen, and the arrogance of 
the German, that he took his Field 
Marshal’s baton and beat the German 
until both broke. When Montgomery 
next saw Mills-Roberts he covered his 
head and said “I hear you don’t like Field 
Marshals!”]

 
15th April 1945

Once the enemy resistance in the 
wooded country north of WINSEN 
was broken a rapid advance was made 
through the BELSEN area in which 
there was no fighting on account of the 
presence of typhus in the concentration 
camps. BERGEN 5070 was quickly taken 
and patrols were sent out North, N.West 
and West from the town. While most of 
B Sqn went due north from WINSEN to 
BERGEN one patrol was sent east and 
north through WOLTHAUSEN 5157. 
This patrol made contact with an SP 
88mm about two miles south of OFFEN 
5166. The Daimler was hit on the top of 
the turret and the car commander was 
killed. Two shots bounced underneath 
the other Daimler and one scout car 
had a direct hit on the driver’s visor 
– fortunately the shell had already 
been through a road block and did 
not penetrate the visor. The gun later 
withdrew.  

  
16th April 1945

At 514819 just SE of WEITZENDORF 
the leading troop contacted enemy 
infantry and a 75mm. Wriedel. These were 
disposed of only for the patrol to find the 
road rendered impassable by a 40 ft crater.  

Commando machine guns at Wesel

German bazooka

blow. The whole brigade crossed the 
railway bridge, even though the first span 
had been blown, but this only ran across 
flat meadowland.

12th April 1945
German officers came through the lines 
….in order to negotiate the surrender of 
the area of BELSEN concentration camp 
which was a typhus-infected area.  
[On 4th May Field Marshal Milch 
surrendered to Brigadier Mills-Roberts 
who was so angry about what he had 
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17th April 1945
C Sqn still remained guarding the 

gas area but found time to send a patrol 
to accept the surrender of MUNSTER 
where there were 4000 German troops 
in hospital. 

18th April 1945
C Sqn were sent out to the areas 

of BIENENBUTTEL 8408 and 
BEVENSEN 9002 from which latter 
point they had to send out patrols NE, 
East and SE. These patrols reached (i) 
ALTENMEDINGEN 9207 which was 
clear (ii) ROMSTEDT 9503 where the 
leading S/Car was bazookad and the 
driver killed. The armoured cars set 
the town alight and then remained 
in observation. (iii) ROBBEL 9500 
where 15 (S) Div Recce and SAS were 
contacted. … By this time – about 
midday – A Sqn were directed on 
LUNEBURG 7820. The main road 
bridges were all destroyed but one 
troop found a small footbridge S of 
ODOME 7618 over which only scout 
cars could pass. Very quickly 8 scout 
cars were pushed across and raced 
into LUNEBURG, which they were the 
fi rst to enter. The patrols found large 
numbers of enemy infantry preparing 
to defend the town but their Vickers 
K Guns caused them to change their 
minds very quickly. The cars reached 
the marketplace where a light Sqn 
HQ joined them so that in all there 
were 11 scout cars and two half-tracks 
holding the town. A patrol was sent 

to the bridge over the R.ILMENAU in 
the town and shot up enemy troops 
preparing their defence.  

19th April 1945
The Regiment’s role at this stage was 

protection of both fl anks of the division 
while 7 Armd Div on our left and 15 (S) 
Div on our right drew level. As these 
fl anking formations drew level so our 
patrols were withdrawn. D & B Sqns 
were responsible for the left fl ank and 
A & C Sqns held the right fl ank. At fi rst 
light D Sqn sent patrols out NW and W 
from WESTERGELLERSEN to recce 
bridges in the areas of BAHLBURG 
6326, GARSTEDT 6223, SALZHAUSEN 
6217 and PUTENSEN 6414. All were 
found intact except the main bridge 
at 6416. B Sqn also sent out patrols to 
AMELINGHAUSEN, WETZEN and 
OLDENDORF 6609. OLDERDORF was 
held by the enemy but a Polish PWX 
was sent with an ultimatum calling 
upon the Germans to surrender or be 
shelled. Similar warning was given to 
AMELINGHAUSEN with the additional 
threat of fl ame throwers. In both cases the 
enemy considered discretion the better 
part of valour and gave themselves up. 

23rd to 28th April 1945
The Regiment continued its security 

patrols. Large numbers of enemy in 
civilian clothes were picked up and 
sent to PW Cages. The high lights of 
this rather monotonous period were 

(a) The formation of a cavalry patrol by 
B Sqn which made an early morning 
raid on EVENDORF but had nothing 
but stiff ened joints to show their less 
enlightened colleagues. (b) The capture 
of SS Sturmbauerführer ALFRED 
OTTO, a Nazi Oil Company Director, by 
RHQ and his subsequent shooting by D 
Sqn when he attempted to escape from 
their sqn at night. (c) The capture of the 
former German Ambassador to Hungary 
by A Sqn. One thing is fairly certain: the 
Germans in the SALZHAUSEN area 
were only too painfully aware of their 
country being occupied.

Hitler committed suicide on 30th April.

1st May 1945
C Sqn crossed ELBE at 0133 hrs and 

D Sqn at 0200 hrs. and both harboured 
2 Km. North of the river, till 0900 hrs. 
when D Sqn advanced on left, and C 
Sqn on right.  The former W and NW 
of SCHWARZENBEK, 8248, and the 
latter to the N & E.  Contact was made 
on the left fl ank at BRUNSTORF 7847, 
which was then kept under observation, 
crossroads 789522 and at 785540. where 
one Scout Car was knocked out by 
bazooka and its crew killed.  The last 
patrol had to call upon tanks and a 
scout patrol to assist it to extricate its 
remaining cars.  C Sqn patrols were 
held up at SAHMS 8551, by blown 
bridges and enemy infantry.  These 
were dealt with by our tanks.  Patrols 
then pushed to KANKELAU 8854 and 
PAMPAU 8751 where contact was again 
made and no further advance was made 
in this direction.  A & B Sqns crossed 
the ELBE during the afternoon and 
concentrated at GROVE 8351.  D Sqn 
meanwhile reconnoitred routes W. & 
NW of BASTHORST 8157.  The track 
west was impassable but better progress 
was made to the NW and the bridge at 
HAMFELD was reported undamaged.  

88mm Pak 43/41 in stellung (position)

Wesel following RAF bombing
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The patrol was withdrawn.  At last light 
A Sqn took over the D Sqn positions 
at 8050, 8152 and 8054, and D Sqn 
concentrated at HAVEKOST 8253, with 
RHQ.  The patrol 8050 was relieved at 
2130 by 15 (S) Div.  The others were kept 
out all night.  C Sqn withdrew their 
patrols to SCHWARZEBEK except 
for 2 who were kept out all night E of 
KANKELAU.

 
2nd May 1945

At all points large numbers of 
Germans were giving themselves up, and 
German resistance in fact seemed finally 
to have been broken.  

 
3rd May 1945

It was altogether an ineffective day.  
No opposition was encountered and 
prisoners gave themselves up by the 
hundred.  …… At 1500 hrs. D Sqn assisted 
the 3 R.T.R. to escort a German General 
to NEUMUNSTER and were then 
ordered to withdraw south so as not to 
interfere with the surrender negotiations.  

 
4th May 1945

At 0800 hrs a standstill order was 
received, and the A Sqn patrols were 
subsequently withdrawn.  Negotiations 
for surrender were proceeding and both 
sides agreed to leave a neutral zone 
between the two armies.  Our northern 
limit of advance was the line of the road 
BAD BRAMSTEDT 4194 - NEUSTADT 
0117.  RHQ, A & D Sqn were allowed to 
remain in position so long as movement 
was kept to a minimum.  

 

5th May 1945
At 0800 hrs. the German Army in NW 

Europe surrendered to 21 Army Group.  
Orders were received for the advance 
of the 11 Armd Div to take over the area 
between DENMARK and the KIEL 
CANAL.  This was due to take place 
on the 6 May, (see Appendix A).  These 
were postponed and the standstill was 
still enforced and Sqns had to maintain 
traffic posts in their area to prevent 
movement North of the stop line (see 
Appendix B).

 
6th May 1945

The standstill was still in operation.  

Traffic posts maintained as on previous 
day.  No move, nothing to report.

 
7th May 1945

At 0141 Germany surrendered 
unconditionally on all fronts.  At 
0900 hrs. RHQ hoisted the Union 
Jack in a prominent position in 
SCHACKENDORF.  In the evening 
orders were received for the Regiment 
to move at 0415 hrs. next morning 
North to the KIEL CANAL in order 
to prevent large bodies of German 
soldiers who were in the area between 
the Kiel Canal and the Danish frontier 
from moving South across the canal in 
accordance with instructions which had 
been erroneously broadcast over the 
Hamburg radio.

 
8th May 1945

V-E Day.  The Regiment advanced at 
first light to the Kiel Canal to take control 
of all crossings from 495400 westwards to 
025040, using all four Sqns.  …… D’ Sqn 
were unfortunate enough to have the 
RENDSBURG swing and railway bridges 
in their area.  There was an endless 
stream of traffic in both directions here 
and interpreters were kept working at 
top speed to work out the people entitled 
to cross from the hordes who were 
endeavouring to go south.  

To be continued   
Tim Glover 

Wriedel 17th April 1945

 A pause in hostilities
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Robert Wilde-Evans’s great-grandfather, Lewis Frederick Evans

People join the services for 
many diff erent reasons. A 
recurring theme is to follow 
in the footsteps of relatives, 
inspired by their heroism 

and service. The editorial team asked 
association members, serving and 
retired, to send in details of some of 
those relatives pertinent to WW2, and 
here they are:

Robert Wilde-Evans (Signaller in 68 
(ICCY) Sqn, 2Lt Eton CCF)

“My great-grandfather, Lewis 

Family Heroes
of POW camps housing Italians in 
Kenya.

He received the 1914-15 Star, British 
War & Victory Medal for World War 
One and the 1939-1945 and Africa Stars, 
Defence & 1939-45 war medals.

My grandfather, Llewellyn Bramwell 
Lewis Evans (1917 – 2007) served as 
a Private in the Kenya Regiment 
(Territorial Force) from 1937 -1939) prior 
to being commissioned as Second 
Lieutenant in The King’s African Rifl es 
in 1940. Spending the entirety of the war 
in and around Kenya, by 1945 he was a 
Captain and demobilised in 1946. He 
returned to farming in Kenya but saw 
further uniformed service in the Kenya 
Police Reserve during operations against 
the Mau-Mau between 1952-1960.

He was awarded the 1939-1945 and 
Africa Stars; Defence Medal; 1939-45 War 
Medal, Africa General Service Medal 
(clasp Kenya) and colonial Police Medal 
for Meritorious Service.”

Philip Adams: 
Philip’s Grandfather fought with the 

Australian army in Crete, was wounded, 
captured, escaped and was 

Frederick Evans (1890-1952) was a 
veteran of both World Wars.

He initially joined the East 
African Rifl es in 1914, but was 
commissioned soon after in the 
Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, 
saw service on the Western Front 
and was a Captain by the time of the 
cessation of hostilities

Called up again in 1939 he was 
promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel on 
the staff  in East Africa; too old for 
frontline service, he spent much of 
the war as commandant of a number Lewis Frederick’s son Llewellyn Bramwell Lewis Evans in 

the uniform of the King’s African Rifl es
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evacuated to Alexandria in Egypt. Little 
else is currently known.

Phil Seaton Cpl, ICCY HSF:
My father, Frederick James Seaton was 

born in 1915 and was conscripted in 1940, 
before he could volunteer for the RAF, 
and posted to the Grenadier Guards.

Pre-war he was a footman at 
Madresfield Court, Worcestershire, 
home to the Lygon family where Evelyn 
Waugh set “Brideshead Re-visited” 
[DHD – It was also designated a safe 
house for the Royal Family if needed. On 
a visit there I was told the cellars were 
packed with first-class things to eat and 
drink as well as other necessary things. I 
asked if they were taken back at the end 
of the war or squirrelled away]

Becoming ill during basic training, 
he was medically downgraded and 
could not be posted abroad. He became 
batman to a major at Windsor, before 
training as a cook. He was on duty at 
Wellington Barracks on 18th June 1944 
when the Guards Chapel was hit by a V1 
during morning service, killing 121 and 
injuring 141.

He was demobilised as a Private in 
1946 and after holding down various jobs 
moved to Hemel Hempstead working 
for Rotax (part of Lucas Industries) as a 
miller and grinder.

In addition he was active in the Civil 
Defence Corps (Heavy Rescue) and also 
became an adult instructor (BSM) in the 
Army Cadet Force.

He was entitled to the Defence and 
British War Medal 1939-45.

He passed away in 2014.  
For A Life on the Ocean Wave – Join 

the Royal Artillery!

Gunner John F Sabini’s war
My father and his brother Robert were 

called up late 1940, not long after their 
father Antonio was interned as an enemy 
alien! (Released after a short time)

Robert was sent to the RAF, my father 
to the Royal Artillery deployed as a 
part of Bofors AA gun team. While his 
regiment was in North Africa a call went 
out for volunteers for a “special” unit 
that was being formed, The Maritime 
Regiment Royal Artillery. Gunner Sabini 
and one of his mates dully signed up 
for this (I never found out why). The 
Maritime RA was formed at the request 
of the Admiralty to supply initially 500 

two-man teams armed with either Lewis 
or Bren guns to defend coastal merchant 
navy ships.

Gunner J F was sent to a UK based 
unit for further training and subsequent 
deployment. The two-man teams 
were sent from their regiment to join 
nominated ships at various embarkation 
ports. The teams were given rail warrants 
and location, name of ship and sailing 
date. I remember Gunner JF telling me 
once he and his No.2 crossed London via 
the underground toting a Lewis gun and 
live ammo and magazine drum!     

In due course the maritime regiments 
were expanded to cover ocean-going 
merchant ships worldwide. The Lewis 
and Bren gave way to 20mm Oerlikon 
cannons fixed onto ships (later Bofors on 
bigger ships).

Gunner J F’s first ocean deployment 
was to the Atlantic convoy run. The 
downside was the obvious danger of 
U-boat attacks the upside shore leave in 
USA pre 1942 – no rationing! I think that’s 
where he got his liking for steak and eggs 
for breakfast. Subsequent deployments 
were to the Mediterranean where he first 
opened fire in anger ironically on Italian 
bombers! Then the South Atlantic (Cape 
of Good Hope) and finally for the rest of 
his service the Indian Ocean.

Demob was not the end of his khaki 
connection.

Z Reserve & “Back to the Future”
Z Reserve was formed of men who 

served from 1939-48 and were liable for 
recall if aged under 45 which applied to 
ex-Gunner J F. In response to tensions 
with the communist block at the time 
of The Korean War, Z Reservists were 
required to attend a 14-day refresher 
training cadre. For J F this was to be the 
Tonfanau AA coastal ranges near Towyn 
Wales. The location was notorious for 
strong winds and heavy rainfall but the 
14-day period he attended was one of 
glorious warm weather.

Back to the future. By early ‘60s the 
ranges closed and Tonfanau camp 
became the home of The All Arms 
Junior Leaders Regiment where I started 
my time in the army in 1964. So J F 
and Mrs S came to my recruit passing 
out parade in ’64 and my graduation 
parade in ’65. Alas the weather on both 
occasions returned to the norm for the 
area.

Nick Holder:
My father was Air Marshal Sir 

Paul Holder KBE,CB,DSO, DFC (2nd 
September 1911 – 22nd April 2001) a 
RAF regular officer who became Air 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief at RAF 
Coastal Command.

He joined in 1936 and was initially a 
flight commander with 84 Squadron 
before becoming Station Administration 
Officer at RAF Habbaniya in Iraq 
and took a prominent fighting role as 
one of four Wing Commanders in its 
defence in Hawker Hart and Gladiator 
biplanes when the station was attacked 
by the Iraqi rebel Rashid Ali (with Axis 
backing). He was shot down twice in two 
days, the second crash landing on the 
station’s golf course when he narrowly 
escaped with his life. He was awarded 
the DFC.

Sir Paul then became a Staff 
Officer at HQ Bomber Command 
before appointment in 1942 as O/C 
218 Squadron with 15 Stirling Heavy 
Bombers with a crew of 6/7 from RAF 
Marham, Norfolk. He flew 32 missions 
over Germany, including the 1000 
bomber raid over Cologne

In addition he attacked the battle 
cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau 
when they were sheltering in the 
heavily defended port of Brest. 
Later they laid mines in Danish and 

Frederick James Seaton in his prewar uniform 
as a footman at Madresfield Court
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Norwegian waters. On one trip a shell 
exploded in his aircraft, killing the 
wireless operator. Everyone else was 
unharmed and he brought the aircraft 
back with wind howling through a 
hole in the fuselage. Over lbeck he was 
attacked by three ME109s whose fi re 
wounded the navigator.

In all he fl ew 65 missions. His 
leadership was recognised by the award 
of the DSO. By the end of the war only 
three of the original 15 were still fl ying, 
the rest having been shot down. RAF 
Bomber Command lost 55,000 aircrew.

He became Senior Air Staff  Offi  cer with 
Force 686 at Ankara, Turkey moving on to 
RAF Middle East Command to form and 
train a Hurricane squadron manned by 
Yugoslavs loyal to Marshall Tito.

Alter the war he held several 
positions in the UK and abroad, 
becoming Air Offi  cer Commanding 
Far East Air Force in Singapore as an 
Air Vice Marshall, then AOC Coastal 
Command in 1965. His last appointment 
was as Deputy SACEUR (Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe) in Brussels 
as an Air Marshall retiring in 1968 after 
32 years service

As well as being very much a combat 
leader his skills were recognised by the 
important positions he held.

In retirement he became a councillor 
on Waverley Borough Council.

In addition to the decorations 
mentioned above he held the 1939-
1945, Aircrew Europe, Africa Stars, 
Defence and War Meal 1939-45 Medals, 
The GSM (clasp Malaya) and 1953 
Coronation Medal.”

John Breen:
“My father, John J Breen was born in 

Waterford, Ireland, the son of a Royal 
Irish Constabulary member and initially 
trained as a pharmacist.

He joined The Palestine Police in 
1935 and served there until 1948 when 
the British Mandate came to an end, 
attaining the rank of Sergeant.

Even before the outbreak of hostilities 
in 1939 Palestine was a hotbed of civil 
unrest across all ethnic divides. The Arab 
Revolt 1936 -39 pitched Arabs against 
Jews and the British. A particular thorn 
in the side was the Mufti of Jerusalem, 
Mohammed Amin al-Husseini, who led 
the revolt, fi nanced partly by German 
money. To avoid arrest he fl ed to 
Lebanon in 1941 where Hitler and von 

Air Commodore Holder with HM King George VI

Sir William Gladstone Agnew
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Ribbentrop met him and encouraged 
him to continue activity against the 
British. Jewish factions were also using 
terrorist tactics, culminating with the 
bombing of the the King David Hotel, 
used as HQ by several British authorities 
on 22nd July  1946. This caused the loss of 
91 lives, and 41 injured, across all sides of 
the community. History repeats itself.

For his services Sgt Breen was awarded 
the defence, War Medal and GSM 
(Palestine)

He received six Commendations:
1. Special – Highly Commended.
2. 4 Commendations.
3. 1 Monetary Award
After leaving the police he had a very 

interesting time serving in the Persian 
Gulf and elsewhere with ARAMCO 
(Oil), Berkshire Constabulary, 
construction camp manager – Bowland 
Forest scheme to bring water from the 
Lake district to Manchester and Killin, 
a hydro-electro scheme at the head of 
Loch Tay, near Perth.

He died in 1997, sadly after sustaining a 
head injury in a road accident.” 

Alan Callow:
My father was called up at 18 in 

1940, was posted to The Royal Sussex 
Regiment and sent to RAF Tangmere 
as part of the Defence Battalion. They 
issued him with a side cap; the rest of 
the uniform came later. He considered 
himself lucky as his friend on guard 
duty just had a rifle sling.

 He was transferred to the Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment 
(QORWK) and was engaged in Coastal 
Defence before being transferred to 
North Africa as part of Operation Torch 
in February 1943.

Arriving in Algeria in March he was 
involved in the battle of Tunis and was 
chased off Long Stop Hill

by the Tiger Tank to which the 
army had no answer at the time. [This 
problem was later sorted by the “Firefly” 
– a Sherman tank fitted with a British 
17 pounder anti-tank gun – but this not 
available until the Normandy Campaign 
in June 1944].

Severe casualties to the QORWK (300) 
in the engagements at Peter’s Corner 
and Cactus Farm.

He took part in the invasion of Sicily. 
This campaign was short, but again 
severe casualties because of the lava 
which covered most of the ground so 

even if a shell or bullet missed its target 
injuries were caused by lava splinters.

Then on to Italy, where he fought 
from the toe to just beyond the Po 
river, on the way fighting at the Battle 
of Monte Cassino and other places. At 
one time at Termini, near Naples they 
were down to 80 men after an attack 
by Mark IVs and Tigers, beaten off by 
the 3rd County of London Yeomanry 
(Sharpshooters).

After VE Day they were sent over 
the Dolomites to occupy Austria – the 
British zone being East Tyrol, Carinthia 
and Stria.

He held the 1939-45, Africa, and 
Italy Stars, Defence Medal, and 1939-
45 War Medal as well as The Cassino 
Veterans Medal.”

 
Ian Agnew: 

My Great-Uncle was Sir William 
Gladstone Agnew KCVO CB DSO* 
(1898-1960) a regular officer in the 
Royal Navy.

He was educated at Royal College, 
Dartmouth and joined the Navy in 1911. 
In World War One as a midshipman on 
HMS Glory (battleship) he commanded 
a picket boat (945ft steamboat with 
exposed wheel position) at Suvla Bay, 
Gallipoli (where the Roughriders 
landed) and was involved, under fire 
with troop landings and withdrawals. 

He was present at the Battle of Jutland 
on board HMS Royal Oak.

Attended Whale Island Gunnery 
School (WIGS), qualifying as Field 
Training Officer. In the inter-war years 
he again attended WIGS, served in 
various ships, and was promoted to 
Captain in 1938.

In 1939 he commanded HMS Corfu 

(armed merchant cruiser) and saw 
service in the Arctic Circle.

In October 1940 he transferred 
to HMS Aurora (light cruiser) as 
commanding officer and with 
HMS Penelope (light cruiser) and 
destroyers HMS Lance and HMS Lively 
formed Force K, based in Malta. As 
Commodore he was responsible for 
the destruction of the Duisburg convoy 
– 8th November 1941 – carrying much 
needed supplies to the Afrika Corps 
and appointed CB.

He took part in Operation Torch, 
the invasion of N. Africa (RRs as 1th 
LAA landed) and the invasion of Sicily 
and Italy. 

In June 1943 Aurora was used to 
convey King George VI to Malta and 
Agnew was made CVO.

Later he was given command of 
HMS Excellent, the Royal Navy’s 
gunnery school.

In 1946 he was given command of 
HMS Vanguard, remained aboard 
after his promotion to Rear-Admiral 
during the royal tour in January 
1947 and on conclusion was elevated 
to KCVO. 

His final posting was director of 
personnel services at the Admiralty until 
his retirement in January 1950.

In retirement he was General 
Secretary of The National Playing Fields 
Association (1950-1953) and took part in 
local government.

In addition to the decorations 
mentioned he also held the 1915 Star. 
British War and Victory medals, Naval 
GSM, 1939-45, Africa, Atlantic, Italy and 
Arctic (posthumously) Stars, Defence, 
British War Medal and Order of Orange 
Nassau.   

Light cruiser HMS Aurora, commanded by Captain Agnew in 1940



Obituaries

Alan Grieve CBE
A distinguished former Rough Rider 
and solicitor, Alan Grieve, died earlier 
this year, on the 14th May 2025, at 
the grand old age of 97. Sadly for 
Vanguard’s editor, Alan appears to 
have outlived most, if not all, of his 
contemporaries in the City of London 
Yeomanry and we have little to go 
on as regards his military career. We 
know that at or after university he 
was called up for National Service 
and served with the 14th/20th King’s 
Hussars, and afterwards joined the 
Rough Riders and became a Captain. 
One suspects that as a busy City 
solicitor his professional career had to 
take priority. Fortunately, the rest of 
his activities are well recorded. 

He is best known for his extensive 
philanthropic work for the influential 
Jerwood Foundation, an arts charity, 
for which he was awarded a well-
deserved CBE.

Alan was born on the 22nd January 
1928, the only child of Lewis and 
Doris Grieve. He attended Aldenham 
School, Hertfordshire. Although his 
father was keen for Alan to join the 
Diplomatic Service, a chaplain at 
the school suggested he try the law 
and he duly got into Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge to read law. There he 
gained a hockey blue, and he also 
befriended a young American GI. 
The latter’s father subsequently 
arranged for him to tour the USA.

Upon graduating from Trinity Hall, 
he started working as an articled 
clerk at Slaughter and May, one of the 
most prestigious corporate firms of 
solicitors in the City of London and 
subsequently as an assistant solicitor. 
With them he gained experience of 
commercial, city and merger and 
acquisition work, matters which he 
would have found invaluable in his 
subsequent career.

In 1958 he moved to a smaller firm, 
Messrs Taylor & Humbert, specialising 
in company and tax law. One of their 
clients was John Jerwood, a British 
millionaire living in Tokyo. He had 
made a fortune after the war through 
one of the world’s largest cultured-
pearl dealerships.

Taylor & Humbert senior partners 
regarded him as “difficult” and 
were happy for Alan to look after 
his affairs. Soon Alan became his 
confidant, particularly over the arts, 
and travelled extensively with him. 
In 1977, with Alan’s advice, Jerwood 
created the Jerwood Foundation 
as a vehicle to support music and 
educational projects.

After Jerwood died in 1991, Alan 
took over the Foundation and since 
then invested £110 million in theatres, 
dance studios, art galleries prizes 
and much more. He was canny with 
his investments for the Foundation 
and build up its capital, followed by 
numerous grants. These included 
£900,000 for the Jerwood Gallery at 
The Natural History Museum, £1.4 
million for the Jerwood Library at 
Trinity Hall and £1million for the 
London Symphony Orchestra’s centre 
at the long derelict (but now restored) 
Hawksmoor church of St Luke’s in 
the City.

The Jerwood Painting Prize, created 
in 1994 slowly overtook the Turner 
Prize as the most wanted prize before 
being phased out in 2004. Winners 
included Maggie Hambling, Craigie 
Aitchison and Prunella Clough.

The stage prospered too. There 
was a £1.2 million grant towards 
the Herwood Vanburgh Theatre at 
RADA. The Royal Court Theatre 

also benefited, to support young 
playwrights.

A non-arts grant of £500,000 was 
made for a motorised sea vessel for the 
Sea Cadets after his wife read in The 
Times that the tight-fisted MoD was 
refusing to finance its construction. 
His flexibility for helping deserving 
causes marked him out.

His philosophy was to be acute 
with acquiring art pieces, limiting the 
Foundation to £100,000 per piece. 
He had a smart eye for investment 
opportunities, kept a tight control 
over running costs and was efficient, 
a far cry from some of the spendthrift 
trustees of other arts charities. The 
Times records that surveying his first 
30 years running the Foundation, 
“Alan insisted that it was his duty to 
give back to society on as wide a basis 
as possible.” He was described as 
autocratic, single-minded and fun to 
be around. He was last of the Victorian 
“entrepreneur philanthropists”.

On top of running Jerwood’s many 
activities, Alan was continuing 
with his legal career in the City. He 
organised and managed the merger 
of Taylor & Humbert with the City 
firm of Parker Garrett. The merged 
firm was renamed Taylor Garrett. 
Alan remained the Senior Partner 
there until 1989. At that point Taylor 
Garrett merged with Joynson Hicks 
to become Taylor Joynson Garrett. 
Alan remained a consultant to the 
enlarged firm which, after a further 
merger with a German firm, is now 
known Taylor Wessing, a major legal 
presence in the City.

By the time John Jerwood died 
in 1991, Alan had largely retired 
from legal work to concentrate on 
philanthropy. He continued to drive 
the Foundation forward, remaining 
a trustee to the end of his life and 
only stepping down last year. One has 
wonder where all his energy and drive 
came from!

His first marriage to Anne Dulake 
was dissolved, leaving a daughter and 
two sons. In 1971 he married Karen 
Dunn who survives him with their son 
and daughter.
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Jack Anthony 
Rolfe (1943-2025)

Jack Rolfe served in the Inns of 
Court & City Yeomanry from 1962 
until his emigration to America in 
1967. Many will remember him from 
his attendance at the 70th D-Day 
commemorations in Normandy in 
2014, for which he had flown over, 
especially to attend. He died on 18 
February 2025.

He was born in Northolt, London on 
23 June 1942 and had recollections of 
being taken to the air-raid shelter in 
the back garden of the family home, 
whenever the sirens were sounded. 
He was one of many members of the 
Regiment who worked at the Guiness 
Brewery, near Hanger Lane, and most 
likely was a member of B Squadron, 
of which a number of other Guiness 
employees, including Tom Hayden 
and Albert Wright, were members. 
Owing to that association, a seemingly 

limitless amount of Guiness was always 
available on what has now become the 
‘Belgian Night’.  

He was a keen equestrian and 
apart, doubtless, from riding in our 
detachment in the Lord Mayor’s Show, 
he once coached a stunt-double for 
Diana Rigg in riding, for one of the 
‘Avengers’ episodes.                                                                                                                          

After a few years at Guiness, Jack 
moved into insurance. This was a career 
which he followed in America started 
working in insurance, subsequently 
setting up his own agency, in 
Rockville, MD selling commercial 
insurance focussing  on transportation 
companies. He made a success of the 
business and wrote numerous articles 
relating to transport and safety. His 
advice on insurance matters was still 
sought after his retirement. In 1992 
he became President  of the British 
and Commonwealth Society of North 
America, an organisation which fosters 
connections between individuals 
in North America and the British 
Commonwealth and took pleasure 

in hosting a number of events in the 
British Embassy in Washington, DC.

He had a wide range of hobbies 
including playing Flamenco guitar, 
flying, serving as a volunteer 
paramedic, car racing and cooking.

He is survived by his wife, Debbie his 
daughter, Tracy and three grandsons.

Sgt Bob Lane
 

Bob Lane passed away September 
2024. He had started his military 
career as a regular soldier in the 
Royal Signals. What followed was a 
long and varied connection with the 
IC&CY, starting as a member of 68 
Sqn.  His final tour of duty was with 
348 HSF Sqn.  

 Bob was an active member of 
the DOSC and was Club President 
twice.  He also worked as a civilian 
storeman at Whipp’s Cross TA Centre. 

Those who served with Bob will 
remember him as an efficient solder 
that got on with the job with the 
minimum of fuss. Off duty as a very 
sociable person with a dry sense of 
humour. RIP Bob until we meet up 
again at THE FRV.
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