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It was in 2003 that Keith Hall
wrote to me suggesting that
I might become the

Honorary Colonel of the Inns
of Court and City Yeomanry. I
was already the Colonel of the
Queen’s Royal Hussars and had
been a Colonel Commandant
of the REME so was reticent.
However Keith is persistent. I
went to visit the Headquarters
in Lincoln’s Inn and met Ian
Wadley and Jane Dodd – Jane
then proceeded to interview
me. Perhaps as a result of that, I
was given the huge honour of
becoming the Honorary
Colonel of the Inns of Court
and City Yeomanry – a post I
was to hold until 2010. I want
to share some of the very
many happy memories with
you and to thank you.

As an ex regular soldier, I
have the highest regard for the
TA and am constantly amazed
at the ability of men and
women to hold down a day job
and then to soldier in the
evenings and at weekends.All
those I met were always

cheerful and keen and knew
their jobs.Throughout my time
members of the Squadron
completed operational tours in
Kosovo and Iraq and
Afghanistan.They reflected
great credit on themselves and
the Squadron and set an
excellent example.This after all
is what soldiering is about.

I think two memories are
very special and these were the
visit to Normandy in 2005 for
the 60th anniversary of D Day
and the camp in Gibraltar. On
both of these events, there
were serving members of the
squadron and Old Comrades
and I have found that this
mixture made everything very
memorable. Normandy was
special because of the parade
and service on the beach, the
visit to Jerusalem Crossroads
and the visit to the military
cemetery at Caen.The band
gave an excellent and very
popular concert and Eddie
Marshal seemed to have
problems getting back to his
accommodation.

Memorable
Gibraltar was for many reasons
memorable. Few of us had
been there before and we
enjoyed the chance of an
overseas camp – once again
supported by Old Comrades
from the Devils Own Sergeants
Club and from Tony Benbow’s
team. However the main
reason that I remember it was
because of a chance to admire
the junior NCOs showing their
leadership skills in the tunnel
fighting.Adventure training
featured heavily in Gibraltar as
it did in the camp at Knock and
at Castlemartin.The Squadron
must have tried everything that
the army has to offer from
freefall to riding.

As well as camp, I very much
enjoyed the annual events of
the Lord Mayor’s Show, the
Rough Riders Remembrance
Service and the Inns of Court
Remembrance Service.At all of
these the band, led and
directed by Roy Falshaw, gave
outstanding performances.They

From the Retiring
Honorary Colonel

As an ex regular
soldier, I have the
highest regard for the
TA and am constantly
amazed at the ability
of men and women to
hold down a day job
and then to soldier in
the evenings and at
weekends

‘

’

THE HONORARY COLONEL
Sir Robert Finch has succeeded Major General David Jenkins as the Honorary Colonel of
[ICCEY]. Sir Robert comes from a military background where his father Brigadier JRG
Finch OBE was a regular having served during the war with the Bombay Sappers & Miners
in Burma, Italy and Greece and after the war with the Royal Engineers.
Robert was educated at Felsted School and the College of Law and joined Linklaters on

qualification as a solicitor becoming Partner in 1974 in the commercial property field. He
became Head of Department and as such part of the management of the firm and
travelled extensively retiring in 2005.

Sir Robert was elected an Alderman in 1991, Sheriff of the City of London in 1999 and
Lord Mayor of the City of London in 2003-2004. During his year as Lord Mayor he visited
some 36 countries but was particularly interested in the wellbeing of the Territorial Army;
eventually becoming Honorary Colonel of the 31st City of London Signal Regiment until it
was disbanded in 2010.

He remains active in the business arena as Chairman of the Royal Brompton & Harefield
Trust, Chairman of the Mall Fund and a Member of the Council of Lloyds of London.

Sir Robert was knighted for his services to the City of London in 2004.
He much looks forward to his work with the Inns of Court Yeomanry and the Royal

Yeomanry Bank during what inevitably will be a time of change.

‘
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are most able musicians and
add to every occasion.
Throughout my time I much
appreciated the work and
courage of those who rode in
the Lord Mayor’s Show.
Household Cavalry blacks are
not the easiest of mounts and
some of the mounted party
were not very experienced. But
they always did the squadron
very well and were much
cheered by the crowds.The ‘pit
stop’ made yet another
welcome opportunity for the
serving members, their parents
and friends and the Old
Comrades to mix.The two
Remembrance Services always
were memorable for the
attendance and the
comradeship. Once again the
Old Comrades made a major
contribution and I was always
glad to see the cadets at
Lincoln’s Inn. It is appropriate
here to thank Lincoln’s Inn for
the consistent support that
they have given to the
Squadron.We are lucky to have
such a benevolent Landlord.

I have been grateful to the
people who I mention below
because they are those who I
have dealt with most often. I
had three squadron
commanders in my time –
Jonathan Manley, Jane Dodd and
James Evans.All were different
and had different problems
with which to deal but all were
united in their love for the

Squadron and their willingness
to serve and to work very
hard. I dealt with two chairmen
of the Old Comrades – Tony
Shipton and Andrew Collins.
Both gave up huge amounts of
their time to the benefit of Old
Comrades and I much
appreciated their help and
advice.Tom Taylor and Barrie
Corfield were excellent
secretaries – Tom had been in
post for a long time and had an
encyclopaedic knowledge of
everyone and gave hours of
time to helping ex-members of
the squadron. Similarly, John
Prince was a marvellous
secretary of the Benevolent
Fund.The trustees were
consistent sources of help and
advice. Richard Scholes is a
most able treasurer and I much
appreciated the work of first
Eddie Marshal and then Tony
Benbow as clerk to the
trustees.The museum was
loved and looked after by
Denis Durkin and Michael O
Beirne.At many of the events
we enjoyed the preaching of
Nick Leviseur. I thank Rupert
Sawyer for his work on the
regatta and I much admired the
ability of Christian Barker for
winning what must be the
Army’s largest sporting cup.

Conscious
I cannot of course mention
everyone with whom I have
dealt and I am conscious of my

poor memory for names. I am
grateful that wherever I went
people were welcoming and
friendly; I much enjoyed
meeting everyone. I have left to
last my thanks for the person
who did the most to help me
throughout all my time and that
is Ian Wadley. I regard him as
the best PSO I have ever come
across. He is thorough and
helpful, has the interest of
everyone else first and himself
last and was a pleasure to
work with. He set an example
that all of us try to follow and
the squadron is exceptionally
well served.

In 2010 came the merger
and once again the squadron
showed resilience and
goodwill. I wish the new
squadron all success.To
everyone I met in my time, I
give my gratitude for
friendship and support. I am
immensely proud to have

I am grateful that
wherever I went
people were
welcoming and
friendly

‘

’

Gibraltar was for many reasons memorable

ICCY Remembrance Sunday 8.11.2009 

been involved with the
squadron, and I look forward
to meeting everyone again at
Old Comrade events. I am
aware of how much goes on
and I ask all of you to
continue to support all the
events.

Thank you and farewell.

Major-General
David Jenkins, CB, CBE
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If Goethe was right in saying
“Life belongs to the living
and he who lives must be

prepared for changes”, it would
appear that at Stone Buildings
we are living life to the full. In
the last issue of Vanguard, we
celebrated our merger with the
Essex Yeomanry. On the
ground, I hear, the new troop in
Chelmsford has been a
thoroughly welcome addition in
every way. In case it appears
churlish that we have not
altered the name of the
Association to reflect this
merger, the Essex Yeomanry
Association has expressed a
wish to preserve its
independence.

However the changes do not
end here; we have had two
further notable changes last
year, namely a new Honorary
Colonel and a new Officer
Commanding.

On behalf of us all, I extend a
very warm welcome to our
new Honorary Colonel,
Alderman Sir Robert Finch KB
DL. Sir Robert previously held
the appointment of Honorary
Colonel of 31st City of London
Signal Regiment from 2008 until
their disbandment and was the
Lord Mayor of London in 2003-
2004. Hopefully, by the time
you receive this, a number of
you will at least have had the
chance of meeting Sir Robert
at one or both of the
Remembrance Parades. I am
sure that we all look forward
to his support in the coming
years.At the same time, an
enormous debt of gratitude is
due to his predecessor, Major
General David Jenkins. He gave
more to the Squadron equally
in terms of achievement, time
and length of service than we
had the right to expect. It is,
perhaps, unfortunate, that many

of General David’s
achievements (and, indeed, that
of Honorary Colonels
generally) cannot tactfully be
revealed, so suffice it to say that
he has been the staunchest
upholder of the values and
traditions of the Inns of Court
& City Yeomanry.

Welcome
Also we welcome Major Alex
Downing, who took over as
Officer Commanding, 68 (Inns
of Court & City and Essex
Yeomanry) Signal Squadron in
July, in succession to Major
James Evans whose resignation
was for very understandable
personal reasons. Before taking
up command,Alex was
reasonably close to the
Squadron for some time as
second in command of 265
(Kent & County of London
Yeomanry) Support Squadron.
He is thus, happily, experienced
in the ways of the Yeomanry
and we wish him all success in
his new appointment.

James Evans did a sterling job
in command and we have
watched him (and the
Squadron) grow in stature over
the period of that command.
One achievement of this year
has been the creation of a
sparkling new website for the
Association which can be
viewed by all with the
appropriate technological skills
and equipment at
www.iccy.org.uk.This long
overdue achievement has been
the product of an amazing
amount of hard work principally
by Tony Benbow and Will
Kallaway with considerable (and
sometimes I suspect, infuriating)
input from almost everyone.
This is the subject of another
article on page 9 and so no
more about this exciting

development here.
With mergers in mind, this

coming year, 2011, will mark the
50th anniversary of the merger
of the Inns of Court Regiment
with the City of London
Yeomanry. I would welcome any
additional ideas and there is a
bottle of champagne on offer
for what is considered the best
by your committee. Please send
your thoughts to me or Major
Tony Benbow.

In particular in this coming
year we would like to revive our
participation in the Cavalry
Memorial Parade which this
year will take place in Hyde
Park on Sunday 8th May. Please
let Barrie Corfield know if you
would like to join other
members of the Association for
this parade.

Last year, I was fuming about
the then current proposal to
withdraw pay and allowances
from the TA for a period of six
months.With, as I write, the
Strategic Defence and Security
Review due hot off the press,
perhaps we should be relieved
that any decision about the
Territorial Army has been
parked further down the road.
The nature of cuts and the
timing of them appear wrapped
in uncertainty but we are given
to understand that the TA is to
be modernised and enhanced to

make it more readily deployable
and usable, primarily through
greater integration with the
regular Army with the threat
that total numbers will be cut
from 56,000 to 42,000.Whether
the Squadron’s current role will
survive, one knows not, but I
believe that the Squadron stands
tall in terms of both operational
efficiency and recruitment. If
these factors are taken into
account, then our history must
surely continue.

Finance
On the subject of finances, I
must report that there has been
a considerable shortfall in
subscriptions this year. If you
have not paid your subscription,
please contact David Norris
whose contact details are on
the “Who’s Who” on Page 2.

My thanks are due to my
Deputy Chairman,Tom Taylor, to
our Hon Secretary, Barrie
Corfield and to David Norris as
our Hon Treasurer. In this
present year, he will also be
subject to the scrutiny of an
Hon Auditor, Denis Durkin
having kindly agreed to take on
that role.

In conclusion, albeit on the
early side may I wish you all a
very Happy Christmas and as
prosperous a New Year as may
be had in these hard times.

From the Chairman of the

Association
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Our position at the
moment can only be
described as

‘unwavering’ in the face of the
current uncertainty in the
defence arena.

As in previous years there
has certainly been change; that
is not in dispute. But this year
we are now facing the biggest
defence review in decades at
the same time as the economy
is at its lowest ebb in a
generation. Even against this
backdrop there is still no
clarity on how the austerity
measures are going to impact
upon our formation at any
level.To speculate without
absolute clarity would only
add to the uncertainty. From a
personal perspective however,
I am sure that the
communication capability we
provide, in the area we
provide it, will ensure we
prevail in a better position
than the majority of Royal
Signals units.

Loss
First of all our heartfelt
sympathies go to the family of
Cpl Gerald Parker, who sadly
passed away on Friday 9th July
2010. Our thoughts are with
Janet, Daniel and Paul on his
passing. His death was a very
sad moment for 68 Signal
Squadron.

Cpl Parker served in the
regular and territorial army for
38 years and retired from the
TA earlier this year. His
dedication and loyalty to the
Squadron were unshakable.
The funeral took place on
Friday, 30th July and was
naturally well attended with
well wishers from work, the
Regiment and the wider TA
family.The Squadron provided
a fitting honour guard.There
were some moving, respectful
and sometimes humorous
tributes from family, friends
and colleagues. Rest in Peace
Gerald.

From the Squadron Leader
Changes
We said goodbye to Maj James
Evans who in two years of
command successfully managed
the merger of the Essex
Yeomanry Troop in Chelmsford
into 68 Squadron. In addition to
the restructuring, he laid firm
foundations for the BOWMAN
platform which means the
Squadron now provides an
operationally relevant
communication capability to
our already extensive satellite
and terrestrial UK Ops
platforms.This now gives an
even sharper edge to the best
Sabre Squadron in the
Regiment.

To complement the current
portfolio of officers we have
recently welcomed Lt Han Bolt
to the Squadron. He joins from
56 Signal Squadron and has
already proved himself on
annual camp in both the
communication and infantry
phases.

To complete the changes at
the top,WO1 Healey has now
taken on the regimental duty
of SVWO and we wish him
well in his new appointment.
WO1 Paton has stepped into
his boots as SSM. He has a
wealth of experience, having
been in the Squadron for six
years, is a qualified PTI and has
previously completed a three-
year FTRS tour with 262 in
Germany. In addition to this
achievement, our
congratulations go to the then
SSgt Paton on his marriage to
Audra on 14th April 2010. As
an ex-territorial soldier herself,
we hope she is understanding
when their anniversary falls on
a TA weekend in the coming
years.

The Squadron is at full
strength, with a continuously
improving BOWMAN platform
and a new command team. I am
confident we are now as future
proof as we can be for all the
challenges of the current
climate and those beyond.

Annual Camp
Annual camp this year was UK
based and designed to test two
separate skills areas.The first
week was a Brigade
Communication exercise which
for us was around London.
Detachments and crew
members from 68 Squadron
provided a significant proportion
of the regimental
communications assets that
were deployed. Not only did we
provide the numbers but also
the ability to achieve and sustain
the necessary communications.
The second week of camp saw
the Squadron deploy on an
infantry based exercise on
Salisbury Plain.The training was
testing and included three days
in the field for all ranks.The
soldiers learned infantry skills
and how to operate in urban
environments.All training was
relevant to current operations
and again helps to ensure the
Squadron can be seen as a
flexible and agile formation.

Expeditionary Operations
We continue to support
expeditionary operations in
addition to our UK Ops role.At
present we have Lt Olohan still
serving in Afghanistan and we all
wish him a successful tour and
safe homecoming.The Squadron
is thankful that Sgt Tear, Sgt
Brasier and LCpl Ward have
completed their tours in
Afghanistan and are now safely
back with their families and
friends.

Social
The Lord Mayor’s Dinner was
held at Lincolns Inn on
Wednesday 20th October. Sir
Robert was the guest of honour
and stood in for the Lord
Mayor.We had 30 guests around
the table including Sir Robert
Finch, Colonel David Hills from
the Inns, Colonel Hugh Purcell
from the RFCA and Lt Col
Newton Astbury who was
accompanied by the full band
from the Royal Yeomanry.The
guests came from the Squadron
(serving and retired), the Media
Ops Group, the Association and
71 Signal Regiment.

Having the Squadron and
wider family there ensured that
the night was rich, varied and
enjoyed by all.This is the first
time in a number of years that
we’ve had a Lord Mayors dinner
and, needless to say, we hope to
have an even better event next
year.

Summary
The Squadron is in good order
and is now working hard to
ensure that we continuously
improve in all areas.With the
current uncertainly within the
defence arena we are can only
concentrate on ensuring we
force generate the necessary
people to prove a relevant and
needed communication
capability. Once there is some
clarity on the end state the
Government wants to achieve,
we can then adjust our stance
accordingly and rise to any new
challenges that await us.

Alex Downing, Major
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35(ICCEY) SIGNAL
SQUADRON ACF

Sadly no report or photographs have been made available for this issue but reliable rumours have
it that the detachment is in good heart and has done some useful training this last year.

31(ILFORD) SIGNAL
SQUADRON  ACF

The cadets at 31 Squadron (Ilford) have enjoyed a
successful year.This started with an inspection by Major
Evans followed by several weekend training sessions

leading up to Easter Camp which took the form of a three day
field exercise at Stanford PTA, Norfolk.

The detachment also took part in a first aid competition and
acquitted themselves very well.A number of ‘beat up’ training
weekends then followed prior to our main two week annual
camp which was based on Beckingham Camp, Lincolnshire.We
were fortunate to take 14 cadets and they all enjoyed
themselves – as the surrounding photographs show – and gained
a lot from the experience.

We are now looking forward to our Christmas camp and the
Remembrance Sunday parade at Lincoln’s Inn.We also eagerly
await the successful outcome of our application for affiliation to
ICCEY which would make the union official.
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Remembrance Sunday,
November 2009, went
well with a good turnout

from the comrades.
It was great to see Brian

Bailey, Harry Gorman and Jeff
Curd on parade. Harry was
heard to say that he felt a great
deal fitter after the march past
and was off for an early nap.

I was very sad to hear of
Gerald Parker's death.The TA
was his life and he served the
Squadron and his country well.

The Association members
took part in the Cavalry
Memorial Parade in Hyde Park
in May and it is hoped more
members will be able to attend
next year.

The Association supported
the Squadron visit to Graye-sur-
Mer in June, which was a great
success.Tom was not sick and
the Padre turned up this time.
This saved Dennis and I having
to act as stand-in clergy.At the
same time the City of London
OCA was parading at the Bank
of England and again our
Association was out in force
ably supported by the Black
Brogue Brigade

Tom represented us at the
Palace Garden party for the
Not Forgotten Association

I attended the City of
London Association of Old
Comrades AGM where the
Korean Veteran's Association

2010
Secretary’s Report

were voted in to the fold.They
have 160 active members and
should swell the June march
from the Bank of England to
the HAC considerably.

A warm welcome to Sir
Robert Finch as our new
Honorary Colonel and my
personal thanks to Major
General David Jenkins for all
his advice and help over the
past five years.

The Squadron commander
changed from James Evans to
Alex Downing.We wish James
all the best in the future and
welcome Alex into what is
probably going to be a very
hard year for all in the TA.

Thirty-one members
attended the Rough Rider
memorial service this year,
with the new Honorary
Colonel, Sir Robert Finch,
officiating. The guard of
honour were extremely well
turned out and did a sterling
job.

We look forward to the new
Vanguard, Field of
Remembrance Parade, Lord
Mayor's Show, Remembrance
Day Parade and the fall out
from the strategic defence
review.

I wish all members and their
families a happy Christmas and
peaceful New Year.
Barrie Corfield
Secretary

Some Dates for the 2011 Calendar
1st - 2nd May Inns of Court Regatta
8th May Cavalry Memorial Parade - HydePark
28th May Visit of Homage at NMA
5th June Federation OF OCAs Parade - 

Bank of England
25th June - National Army Day Lunch Civil Service Club
September Squadron Camp
16th October  Rough Riders Memorial Service
11th November Field of Remembrance Parade Westminster 

Abbey
12th November Lord Mayors Show
13th November Remembrance Sunday 

Vangard(subbed1).qxp  22/11/10  10:20  Page 8



Vanguard 2010 9

The website is dead, long
live the website! The
Association’s site,

originally having been designed
in 1999 and last updated in
2007, had done good service
but was, frankly, about as tired
as an over-boiled lobster.A
quick survey of other military
websites broadcast a clear signal
that it was time to do
something about it. By the end
of January this year a small
group had agreed an outline of
what the new site should
include – but how to achieve
this on a budget that would be
hardly visible to commercial
website designers? Enter Lt Will
Kallaway, an ICCEY Officer
serving with Media Ops Group
(V) and a Director of a PR
Company with experience of
website design.

Basic outline
From the basic outline idea of
the site to the finished article is
a very long way. Deciding on the
content is only a small part of
the process, which must also
include the design, feel and
functionality of the site to
provide maximum information
with user-friendly ease of
access.Then there is the
laborious task of assembling
the detailed text and images.
Our very sincere thanks are
due for the tenacious
inspiration of Will Kallaway and
the hard-slogging attention to
detail of Maj Tony Benbow,
coupled with the lengthy
research to ensure historical
accuracy by Maj Michael
O’Beirne – all, in their way,
perfectionists.Another virtue
possessed by Tony and Will is
that of patience, as the next
step was to expose the draft
product of their months of

WEBSITE
The New

The Tale of iccy.org.uk
work to the relevant
stakeholders and to collate the
many critical opinions into a
manageable consensus.

The result, which went live in
early November, is a stunning
example of modern techniques
in web design and a true
showcase for the Association. It
has detailed histories of our
predecessor regiments with an
outline of present operations, a
Who’s Who with contact
details, a shop selling regimental
goodies, and pages for the
Museum, the Yacht Squadron
and the DOSC – all with
pictures and even, on the Band
page, the music of our
regimental march.Vanguard can
be read online or downloaded,
and for those interested in
further research there are links
to many other sites. Further
pages are planned for the near
future, and eventually we hope
to include a link to the
Museum database.

There are two interactive
elements that deserve special
mention. Firstly an online form
for joining the Association or
updating your details, which will
be invaluable in keeping our
database current; and secondly
a blog - a newsletter to keep
us all informed by email with
news and pictures.

This is a tremendous
achievement and all involved
are to be congratulated on a
very successful operation. Have
a look for yourself at
www.iccy.org.uk, enter your
details for the database, and
subscribe to the blog to get the
latest information in your
inbox.You can even email the
Association with your
comments and ideas – critical
or otherwise!
Andrew Collins

’

Further pages are planned for the
near future, and eventually we hope to
include a link to the Museum database

‘

Vangard(subbed1).qxp  22/11/10  10:20  Page 9



10Vanguard 2010

Dear All 
Hello and thank you for your
emails, letters and parcels which
are much appreciated. So I
thought I would drop you
another note to let you know
all is well and give you an
update on life out here.

Rations are good and I have
been kept very busy. My job
here means I move around a lot
which is very interesting but it
does mean there is no routine
to settle in to. It is rare that I
spend more than three nights in
the same place. Lately I have
been embedded with the Royal
Welsh for a while.They are in a
different camp so it means I
have to flit between the two
camps and though they are only
10 minutes drive away, because
of lack of transport, endless
briefings and the fact that
everything is subject to change I
often live out of a day sack and

These are extracts from emails sent home
to his family and friends by A/Capt Julian
Allen while deployed on Op Herrick 11 as
OC Combat Camera Team.

Afghanist
sleep in a transit tent at their
camp.

The Royal Welsh have a
helicopter assault role which is
really cool – it does what it says
on the tin – in by helicopter,
assault and then helicopter back
to camp. Obviously what they
don’t mention is that the heli
doesn’t actually take you where
you want to go but, rather like
Ryan Air, it takes you to a place
far far away from where you
are supposed to be and you

then have a long slog to get to
where you want to go.

I learnt this the hard way on
the first Op with them – half a
day max they said – in and out
they said – you’ll be back this
afternoon for tea and cake they
said.Three days, one particularly
gruelling nine-hour night time
tab and no sleep later we
returned.To make matters
worse, at one point a helicopter

mistook the infrared flashing
light on my helmet (which is
supposed to tell them I am a
good guy) as a marker for its
landing site and tried to land on
me. It pulled out with less than
30 feet to go which wasn’t what
I needed. Squashed by a
Chinook would be a really
embarrassing way to go.

My Dad’s Army team
(average age 40) are coping well
and luckily they are fit and
strong. But the soldiers on the

front line are so young. My
team fought in Gulf War I when
they were both 19 years old yet
many of the soldiers we film
and speak to here were not
even born then.They can’t
really remember before mobile
phones and the internet.

At times the Army system is
incredibly frustrating – the civil
service mentality really is
different and I do often wish
the cold harsh wind of the
corporate world could blow

On patrol

Repatriation
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stan
through it.We had a massive
issue about keys for our work
space.To cut a long story short
I took the usual City approach
and reached for my cheque
book suggesting I just give a
deposit.After an embarrassed
silence while everyone looked
into space they carried on as if I
had said nothing and we had to
have another two days of up
and down the chain of
command argument until we
got our keys.

On the other hand some of
the camaraderie and
experiences have been
absolutely amazing.The
adrenalin rush of some of it is
going to be hard to replicate
once I get back.

The French and the Afghans
have moved into the Welsh
camp. I will try and explain:
basically in order for the Afghan
National Army (ANA)
eventually to take over
providing security and so that

on

Letter from home
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What really is the end though is
the mobile phone situation.The
Brits are banned from using
mobiles in theatre yet the French
use mobiles as their main form of
communication

What really is the end though is
the mobile phone situation.The
Brits are banned from using
mobiles in theatre yet the French
use mobiles as their main form of
communication

The American truck in front of me
which got hit by an IED (roadside
bomb). Luckily only two minor injuries
to the soldiers inside

The local Land Registry
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Afghanistan

we can leave Afghanistan, there
is an ongoing mentoring and
integration process. Mostly the
ANA are mentored by Brits or
Americans, but this ANA
Regiment happen to be
mentored by the French Army.
So when that Afghan Regiment
joined forces with the Welsh
the French came along too.

It is fantastic to watch the
interaction at a senior level.To
say there is a massive alpha
male power struggle going on
doesn’t do justice to the level
of gamesmanship.The first big
meeting was wonderful. I did
think of all the city meetings I
have been to and thought eat
your heart out city boys –
these guys have helicopter
gunships and missiles to play
with. I am pleased to report the
British Colonel successfully
outmanoeuvred them all – he
deliberately excluded the
French Colonel (who is straight
from central casting with really
heavily accented English and a
cigar) to a later a meeting at
the last moment and met first
with the ANA Colonel.As the
introductions were happening
the ANA Colonel cut in that
since they were few in number
that he should introduce his
team first – it was nicely put
and the Brit could hardly refuse
– the Afghan got up and then

gave his full gorilla spiel and I
thought “oh dear one nil to the
Afghans” and the British CO
stood up to do his bit. He
spoke well and then blithely
announced that he now had to
leave to go to an even more
important meeting in Kabul and
his helicopter was waiting (you
don’t have a helicopter do you
Afghan man!) and his 2ic would
take over, apologies for not
being able to stay longer, will
brief you when I get back etc
etc etc – leaving the ANA chap
in no doubt of where he stood
in the importance rankings –
nice injury time winner from
the Brit.

Predictably at soldier level,
after an initial period of staring
each other out, the blokes just
talk football with each other,
work out how they can fiddle
the system and continue
moaning.

With a three-way language
barrier and three different
military systems it is fair to say
that there is ample scope for
confusion and stress.To add to
the mayhem my team is in
there sticking cameras and
microphones in front of people
freaking them out even more.
This is where the military
system really does work well
and despite these huge hurdles,
which would sink a corporate
organization, people do make it
happen and operations are still
planned and executed and we
do feel we are winning.

What really is the end
though is the mobile phone
situation.The Brits are banned
from using mobiles in theatre
yet the French use mobiles as
their main form of
communication. Meanwhile the
Afghans have only just really
discovered them so are in the
first stages of a full blown love
affair.To make matters worse

the social rules seem to differ
and they will answer them
loudly in the middle of the CO
speaking in a meeting.To be
honest we could probably deal
with all of this – what drives us
really nuts is that they are still
all on Nokia ring tones circa
1999.

Some other general
observations from out
here:

Smash is now the British
Army linguistic equivalent of
“F******g eh” in the US
Marines.Aside from, obviously,
smashing the enemy you can
smash scoff, tea , a tab, sleep or
pretty much any of the basic
soldier functions to more
complicated ones like smashing
out a phone call home.

A number of you have asked
about the countryside and
before I came people said how
beautiful the mountains were
and so on.That is, I understand,
the case in the North where
the scenario is supposedly
lovely.As far as describing
Helmand goes I don’t think I
can better the words of
General Sir Michael Jackson
who described it as “Miles and
miles of **** all with a river in
the middle”.

We have the Osprey diet
here – Osprey is the body
armour which weighs about
15kgs with all your ammo and
so on and basically you can eat
whatever you like and wearing
Osprey means you burn off
calories just sitting in the heavy
thing.When back in Bastion
aside from three massive meals
a day I probably have three cans
of coke and five or six
chocolate bars a day and am
still rake thin.

Sometimes the military really
is great fun – we had to do a
large group photo, but my

New Year’s Day 2010
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photographer needed to be
about 5/10 feet higher than the
landrover he was standing on
to get the angle right – so we
flagged a helicopter down and
he hopped on and it hovered a
little bit higher than the
landrover for him to get a nice
group shot.

I have noticed a common
theme that irrespective of age
or background very few people
read books – the IPod reigns
supreme and anywhere where
there is power people watch
DVDs on laptops.We all seem
to favour mindless action
movies – Bourne, Mission
Impossible and so on – as the
main method of relaxation.Also
watching someone play Call of
Duty on a Play Station whilst
actually on a tour of duty and
about to go on a patrol was a
nice real life example of
recursion – obviously I didn’t
try to explain my observation
to the soldier but just told him
to smash it out.

Thank you again for all your
emails, letters and parcels,
which have been really great. It
is a massive boost when you
come back in and there is stuff
waiting for you.

Dear All
It would be fair to say things
have not gone quite to plan.

On the afternoon of 7 March
I was filming footage for the
BBC of an Operation to place a
105 Gun on top of a ridge to
dominate the ground below (as
ever little changes in
Afghanistan and British soldiers
150 years ago would have
performed exactly the same
task).

The area we were targeting
on Op Certain Death (any Op
which involves a risk higher
than stubbing your toe is always
Op Certain Death) is the last
stronghold of Taliban outside
Musa Quala.We knew it was
likely they would stand and
fight.There were a number of
small arms contacts throughout

the morning and we found four
IEDs in 300 metres on the
route up to the ridge.

On the top of the ridge the
view was awesome but we
didn’t have time to enjoy it for
long.The usual sign of anything
about to get sticky is the “Terp”
(Interpreter) starting to flap. He
was only a few feet from me
when I saw his face drop and he
started to scramble for cover.

Seconds later we were
contacted with small arms and
an AGS 17 (a Soviet grenade
launcher). During the contact
we got pinned down and five of
us were hit.Two of us seriously
enough to be extracted by
helicopter.

Bits of it were comical though
and at one point my mad
cameraman ran back up the
slope under fire. I thought this
was particularly keen of him to
try and get a better angle to
film and ran behind him politely
questioning what on earth he
was doing, obviously in slightly
more direct language! It turned
out he had dropped his camera
lens cap and so after we had
collected the important piece of
plastic we continued our
orderly extraction. I should also
mention that I knew the
Household Cavalry Medic who
treated me – from riding in the
Lord Mayor’s Show. It was an
odd place to meet again.We did
have a chat about riding in
London although I singularly
failed to act out a WWII film
style moment “Ah hello chap,
good to see you again, no riding
in this damned country eh.
Anyway sorry to trouble you,
but I seem to have done
something to my hand etc etc”,
but he did leave me with a “Ze
war is over for you Englishman”
as they popped smoke and the
helicopter came in to extract
me.

The medical system is

unbelievably awesome. Less
than one and a half hours after I
had been hit I had been treated
on the ground, extracted by
Chinook (covered by an Apache
which put a Hellfire missile into
the Taleban position) and put
under general anaesthetic in
Camp Bastion where I was
operated on by two specialist
hand surgeons.When I woke up
I shared a pizza with the other
casevaced soldier. Forty-eight
hours later I was back in
England in Selly Oak Hospital.

The prognosis is good and
the medical view is that if you
have to get hit in the hand I was
hit in the best place.A chunk of
my thumb bone is gone but all
my digits are still present and all
feeling and sensation is there.

Morale is high and I am
delighted to see Katherine
again, who has been put up in a
hotel nearby. My Team are fine
and back safe in Camp Bastion
which is a great relief.

We may moan about the
military system on occasion, but
when you are injured it really
looks after you.Also given the
state of many of the blokes
here I do not consider myself
injured at all.

I am now plotting my escape
from hospital and look forward
to catching up sooner than
expected.

Afghanistan

Off the bus

Crossing a canal to send the Mine
Clearance team over to clear the other
side
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Morale is high and I am
delighted to see Katherine
again, who has been put up in
a hotel nearby. My Team are
fine and back safe in Camp
Bastion which is a great relief

Morale is high and I am
delighted to see Katherine
again, who has been put up in
a hotel nearby. My Team are
fine and back safe in Camp
Bastion which is a great relief

Sleeping before a night time tab

Vangard(subbed1).qxp  22/11/10  10:22  Page 15



16Vanguard 2010

Unfortunately, Band
Notes were absent
from the 2009

publication of Vanguard, and
so this article covers our
activities since then to the
present – rather concisely!

Our main achievement of
2009 saw the Band's numbers
swell to full-strength; we are
one of the very few bands,
either Regular or TA, that can
boast such success in
recruitment and retention.

The first engagement of the
year was to play for the
opening of the Woolwich
Docklands Light Railway
station by the Mayor of
London, Boris Johnson.
However, as I understand it,
his office got the wrong day
and it was achieved without
him. Other notable
engagements were the
Freedom of Uxbridge Parade
for the Middlesex Yeomanry; a
dinner at the Victory Services
Club for the Queen's Body
Guard of the Yeoman of the
Guard; Leicestershire
Yeomanry's commemorations
at the Menin Gate in Ypres,
Belgium; and a parade and
service for the Wessex

BAND
by Major 

Roy Falshaw,
Director of Music Brigade at Hill 213 on the

outskirts of Caen, France. In
October we played for the
Fraternity of St George at
their March of the Archers.We
headed their event by
marching them from Guildhall
Yard to Finsbury Fields, where
followed the amazing spectacle
of 300-odd archers firing their
longbows simultaneously.

Musical support
November 2009 brought
Remembrance Sunday and the
Lord Mayor's Show, for which
we provided musical support
for the Lord Mayor's Honour
Guard ceremony at Mansion
House. For the second year in
succession, it rained cats and
dogs – however, for once we
guessed the weather correctly
and we donned our very
fetching capes in the nick of
time.

Our year ended with two
Christmas concerts, firstly a
families' concert in the
Leicestershire Police
Headquarter jointly organised
by RY B Sqn and Support Our
Soldiers charity, and finally a
concert in Holderness House
for SSAFA.

During 2009 we said
farewells to WO2 (NRPS)

Graham Cripps, clarinettist Sgt
Allan Timperley and also to
flautist Cpl Martin Bewley. All
three gentlemen gave
outstanding service to the
Band – they will be missed.

In late November 2009 we
welcomed WO2 Richard Allen
as the Band's newly appointed
NRPS. Mr Allen had recently
retired from the Regular Army
as the Warrant Officer for the
Corps of Army Music
Recruiting Team. Prior to this
he served for many years in
the Band of the Life Guards.
The Band is very lucky indeed
to have attracted a man of
such vast experience and
quality.

Budget cuts
Despite the uncertainties of
pending defence budget cuts,
2010 continued apace and the
Band undertook a number of
high profile engagements.
Notably these included a

dinner for the Royal College of
Defence Studies at the Painted
Hall, Old Naval College,
Greenwich and the Summer
Ball for the Defence Medical
Rehabilitation Centre at
Headley Court. Concerts were
given at the Royal Star and
Garter Home in Richmond
and for SSAFA in Hornchurch.
Fanfare trumpeters played at
the House of Lords for a
Macmillan Cancer Support
event and the Band played for
the Combined Irish Regiments'
Old Comrades Association
parade at the cenotaph.

Summer Camp was held at
RAF St Mawgan in Cornwall.

Public concerts were
given in Penzance,Truro
and Falmouth.The RY
Big Band (dance music)
played for the
personnel of RAF St
Mawgan and also a
dinner for the West of
England ACF officers
and guests.

Possibly the best
engagement of the year
was at Warwick Castle,

where the Band played for a
20-episode TV programme
called Royal Upstairs
Downstairs. It is expected to
be broadcast on BBC2 later
this year or early-2011.The
episode re-enacts a visit
Queen Victoria made to the
castle in 1858 when a
yeomanry band, believed to
have been that of the
Warwickshire Yeomanry, played
in the forecourt as Queen
Victoria looked on from a
drawing room window.As we
are now the only yeomanry
band in the TA, it was
appropriate that the BBC hired
us.

In August, after exceptional
service with the RY, and
previously with the Irish
Guards, Band Sergeant Major
WO2 Bryan Edwards retired;
the Band Sgt Maj designate is
SSgt Garry Bowman.We wish
both gentlemen the best of
luck in their respective
endeavours.

NOTES
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On Weds 27th October
2010, 22  Black
Broguers attended a

lunch at The Rifles London
Club.
This was our second October
lunch at Davies Street and,
following a ‘Chinese Parliament’
comprising a former OC, SSM
and Troop Sgt from our Home
Service Force Squadron, it has
been decided to make in an
ongoing annual event.
In addition we will adopt the
lunch to be a celebration of the
HSF victory in the Regimental
Patrol Competition. So the
lunch will be known as The
Patrol ‘88 Lunch.
In 1988 The ICCY HSF Sqn
entered a team into the
competition under the
leadership of the then Captain
Nick Holder.The team was
subject to much barracking
and jibes by the rest of 71st
Signals Regiment (Dad’s Army
etc).
This was in contrast to the
stunned silence when the
winning team was announced
at presentation parade,

“Revenge is a dish best served
cold”.The ICCY HSF team
beat the pants off of the rest

The Broguers tucking into an excellent meal (or was
it tucking into vast quantities of wine & port?)

Kaiser Bill meets a group
from the HSF Squadron who
gave an impromptu and
stylised rendition of The
German National Anthem in
honour of K B.The portrait
of K.B. was presented to the
officers mess of The Queen
Victoria Rifles following a
visit by him in 1913. During
WW1 & WW2 it remained
in mess but was turned
around to face the wall.

of the regimental teams.
So a date for your diary is
Weds 26 Oct 2011 for the

Kaiser Bill looks on in disgust at the standard of the rendition
of the said anthem! Bet he wished he was still facing the wall!

inaugural Patrol ‘88 lunch.All
members of the Association,
guests and camp followers are
welcome

The year 2009/2010 has been a good one for the
DOSC. In December we held our annual
Christmas dinner at the Civil Service Club

where were so well looked after we will be returning
this year.

In April we had a conducted tour of the Household
Cavalry Museum, we were so pleased with our very
informative guide tha

t one of our members returned to present him with
one of our club shields.

Also in April we reached the milestone of our 400th
meeting which we celebrated with a buffet and
drinks.

Eighteen members attended one of whom travelled
down from Scotland and thought the journey well
worth while.

And finally we send our best wishes to all our old
comrades of the Vanguard from the members of the
DOSC.
President Jim Wolfe
Treasurer Denis Durkin

THE DEVIL’S OWN SERGEANTS CLUB

Black Brogues
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Iam delighted to inform the wider ICCEY family that the
Museum is doing well. I was concerned how things would go in
the absence of that stalwart and font of knowledge, Denis

Durkin (who for personal and work reasons decided to retire as
Hon Curator). I have found the work and research most
stimulating and things are on an even keel.

We have made a number of advances. Firstly the development
of a computerised inventory system is leaping ahead to the stage
where, as I bash this out, the final technical adjustments are being
applied to the operating system and we are hopeful that we will
go live within a matter of months (if not before). For this I have
to thank Major Tony Benbow who has been most patient with my
reluctant acceptance of a sophisticated search and recording
system, and with much skill has negotiated with the IT designer,
Roger Johnson, to turn a geeky IT system into a device that a
true Luddite can use with ease.

For this project we applied for and were fortunate to be able
to secure a grant of £1,500 from AMOT (the Army Museums
Ogilby Trust).There is more to pay for the IT but we are nearly
there.The next major item to acquire will be a new computer.
The present one (as readers with long memories will recall) is a
“freebie” hand-me-down from Gray’s Inn of some prior age and is
now well past its normal lifespan. It will not even burn a CD.

Another development has been a decision taken at the
Trustees’ Meeting in March 2010 to charge for research, hitherto
provide gratis. Many other military museums make a charge, and
we can do with the dosh.We now charge £15 per inquiry and
apply the proceeds for the Museum’s charitable purposes. So far
this year £75 has been earned.To my surprise, the punters have
paid up promptly.

A final development was a decision not to seek re-registration
of the Museum when our existing registration with the Museums
& Galleries Commission terminated in mid-2010 by effluction of
time.The re-registration process has caused a number of major
national museums a great deal and work and agony, and there
was no ready way in which we were going to be able to comply
with the stringent and much enhanced conditions for re-
registration. Our position within a secure military area does not
make for easy access to the public and there were many other
issues.This de-registration does not affect our continued
charitable status.

We have had a few gifts, mostly of images:
John Burrell contacted me via a Yahoo military radio restoration
site. I traced his late father, George Burrell, who had served in
ICR from July 1941 and who had taken an interesting series of
photos during the NW Europe Campaign of 1944-45. In addition
to the usual Humber scout cars, there are several photos of a
vehicle new to me – the larger and heavier American T17
Staghound – and the Chevrolet 15cwt (so it is thought).These
will be added to the Regiment’s revamped website.

We also received a DVD with more images (used to illustrate
this article, ED) from a former ICR wartime member,Alan

The Regimental  M
Major Michael O’Beirne TD – 
Trustee and Hon Curator
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Craggs, taken by him at much the same time.These too will be
added to the website. I took him and his family round the Museum
and asked if he knew George Burrell but he did not.They were
probably in different squadrons and well separated geographically, as
happens with a recce regiment.

Bob Messenger sent us a photo of a group of Rough Riders but
with no date. By good fortune not long after it came in we had a
visit from our expert advisor at the National Army Museum, Dr
Keith Miller, who perused the image and narrowed down the date
to the first decade of the 20th century.

Major Keith Hall contributed two photos of Sgt Churchfield, a
fitter with B Squadron in the 1950s.

Tom Taylor provided six videos.We will have to transfer these to
a digital format soon if we are to ensure that they can still be seen
by the next generation.

SSM Jimmy Wolfe sent us his old Drill Manual for 1965.The old
rifle drill has changed so much since the introduction of the SA80.

Captain Tony Jewell
From Captain Tony Jewell of the Sharpshooters we received a
splendid book “A Concise & Illustrated Mlitary History of Barbados
1627 – 2007” written by Major Michael Harland, a timely reminder
of the Squadron’s enjoyable annual camp in the Caribbean some
years ago.

After leaving the Squadron, Major Andrew Collins was usefully
employed on a variety of Staff tasks. One of his contributions
appeared in the form of the “Craig Report” on the training and
career development of TA officers.Two of the other authors were
also ICCY men, the late Colonel John Craig himself and Major John
Grove, and there was also a token infantry rep.Vilified at first, due

doubtless to the considerable inertia and conservatism of those “up
top”, it has subsequently proven to be a solid basis for the current
scheme of training.A copy has found its way to the museum thanks
to Andrew.

Pat Moore of the REs gave us an Inscription Plaque made by him
to commemorate the valiant efforts of the demolition troop
provided by the Royal Engineers and attached to C Troop Inns of
Court Regiment for the D Day landings.Arriving on the beach at
about D + 10 minutes, their suicidal task was to get off the beach
ASAP and make their way inland by fast transport through what
was thought to be lightly held German forces with the aim of
capturing and destroying as many bridges over the River Orne as
possible, thus providing a massive natural barrier to the path of a
German Division of tanks known to be positioned beyond the
other (eastern) side of the river.This “Dirty Dozen” technique may
work for Hollywood movies, but in the reality of a chaotic battle a
squadron of armoured cars and a troop of Engineers do not lightly
take on an efficient and highly trained Panzer division and hope to
fight for long. Matters largely came to a head when one of the
Troops was mistakenly attacked by US Typhoon fighter-bombers at
a place called Jerusalem Crossroads despite our vehicles showing
yellow “friendly forces” ID panels.With the RE vehicles loaded to
the gunnels with demolition explosives, the results were not nice.
ICCY’s continuous link with the former RE members of this lunatic
operation during the opening days of the Normandy offensive is
greatly appreciated.

Finally, a few months before his death Major Dick Gentry sent us
his cuttings books of events covering the period 1981 to 1997, itself
a unique addition to the archives.

I thank all the contributors named and those unnamed and am

Alan Craggs’
Wartime Album

Far left: Entering
Helmond,
Holland
Left: Bovington
58th Training
Regiment RAC,
30th PTW
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very grateful for your gifts.
I mentioned the revamped website, organised with much

enthusiasm by Lt William Kalloway, and I can report that a great
deal of research and energy has been expended in getting the
historical sections written up. It’s all been done in rather a rush
and it is very much still at the “growth” stage.Any errors are
probably mine, but we need to get things right and so no one will
be offended if any inaccuracies are detected, but please be
prepared to help constructively in resolving them!

The museum suffered a body blow with the recent death of
Major Dick Gentry, a former Honorary Curator who more than
anyone in recent years made such a tremendous contribution to
the running and wellbeing of the museum.As I dimly recollect he
was running the museum more or less when I joined the
Squadron in 1975, or not long thereafter. I have fond memories of
seeing him in green coveralls attending to the numerous and
thankless tasks that the job entailed, whether re-hanging a picture
or a bit of DIY on a showcase or struggling up the stairs with a
mannequin or pouring over notes and papers in the Museum
Store. He was a major contributor to the old museum database.
He single-handedly organised the successful application to the
Museums and Galleries Commission for Registered Museum
Status and did so many hundreds of other tasks largely unseen by
us the Squadron members. Even after he retired as Curator he
was a regular source of information and wisdom.

The very many Old Comrades who attended his memorial
service at Kings Somborne, a lovely but out-of-the-way village in a
remote section of Hampshire, is testimony to the high regard in
which he was held.We shall all miss him tremendously and our
sympathies go to Angela and Harriet, his wife and daughter.

Useful information
The museum is in reasonable health.We still shift lots of paper
and emails and provide useful information to enquirers.A new
computer is still an ongoing issue but should be resolved fairly
soon. I am grateful for the help given by Denis Durkin.Although
officially retired from his work he has so much expert evidence
to attend to in various insurance litigation claims that he seems to
be working harder now than before he retired.Thank you all.

The very many Old
Comrades who attended his
memorial service at Kings
Somborne, a lovely but out-
of-the-way village in a
remote section of
Hampshire, is testimony to
the high regard in which he
was held ’

‘
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Ijoined 58th Training Brigade RAC in Bovington
early in September 1942, together with John
Althorpe (later Earl Spencer, the father of the

late Lady Diana). John went on to join the Royal
Scots Greys together with another gent called
Bathurst. On completion of my training at
Bovington I volunteered for the Inns of Court
Regiment then based, I think, at Newburn Drill
Hall, Newcastle upon Tyne.

We were originally supplied with Matador
armoured cars but these proved to be too clumsy
and before June 1944 (and probably earlier in
1943) we were given Daimler armoured cars. My
squadron – A Squadron – then proceeded to
Kilvington Hall, near Thirsk, North Yorkshire and
later moved south to a large country house near
Lingfield, Surrey, where we waterproofed the
vehicles in preparation for D-Day.

Normandy
We crossed to Normandy on D+30. I remember
the crossing, particularly a can of self-heating
soup, the transfer to an LCT and the landing on
Gold Beach.Whilst the bridgehead was being
established there was little room or any point in
using our armoured cars. After some static work
on some nearby hills we ultimately made a bee-
line through Northern France and Belgium where
we had difficulties on the Albert Canal. It was
here Barwick (whose rank I cannot recall) was
killed by a bullet, and then we moved into Holland
where we were stuck on the Maas. It was here
that General Roberts was killed.

We spent the cold winter of 1944 there and
received a new troop officer, Lieutenant Tony
Burrill. He was a fine officer.There were a number
of new officers at this time, who, sadly, seemed to
suffer their fates quite quickly.

Tont Burrill left the command temporarily to
Sergeant Rodgers, our Troop Sergeant, who was
known as “Pop” and who was a wonder and saved
us on many occasions.

In due course Tony Burrill resumed command
and was a good officer. Unfortunately he
accidentally shot himself in the foot and was
transferred to be an RTO in India.

We then crossed the Rhine on a pontoon
bridge and sped into Germany via Celle and
arrived at the Russian border at Helmstedt where
we were based for a while before heading up
through Hanover and Schleswic to Lec on the

Danish border where we became the Army of
Occupation. On the way we also drove through
Belsen, but I do not remember seeing much of the
misery there as I was sitting in a turret with a
two-pounder on my shoulder (not to mention a
Besa 7.92mm machine gun).We were able to visit
the site of a VI rocket that was awaiting its
despatch to England.

We had a number of other jobs. On one
occasion we were on the top of a church tower
acting as OP for out artillery and were in touch
with Divisional HQ, who had some Typhoons
under command.They were wonderful aircraft as
we had found out in 1944 at the Falaise Gap in
Normandy.

We also spent January 1945 in and around
Helmond, Holland, were we were the first British
troops to enter, and we received our first
showers for some time. I also remember eating
the first bread that we had seen for months.A
solitary German aeroplane flew over on the 1st
January 1945 and this gave us some small arms
practice. It was here as well that we received
flame throwers and were trained in their use.

Helmond
Whilst in the Helmond area we did a tour of duty
in a milk factory.There was a river ahead of us
and two well-known regiments on either side. Just
to the right of the road in front of us was a
Crucifix at the side of a field. On one occasion,
the day before we were to be relieved and pulled
out, a pig blew itself up on a mine and staggered
into the crucifix and died. Despite the hazards of
the minefield, we ventured in, collected the pig
and took it back to the local hotel at which we
were billeted.The eyes of Willi, the owner, popped
out of his head and we dined like lords for the
next few days.

During these months we were given a weekend
break in Antwerp.We arrived and visited the
NAAFI at the crossroads. Just as we were being
served, a V2 rocked landed on the crossroads and
greatly damaged the building and the band
outside.There were lots of fatalities including
Army ladies, and they were laid out on the
pavements outside the NAAFI. Some of us, but
not me, decided to return on the same lorry from
whence we had come.The rest of us were treated
by the Belgian White army at a grand residence in
the city.

A Few Personal Thoughts On My
Five Years With A Squadron, Inns of
Court Regiment
By Alan Craggs

Above:Alan
Craggs at
Helmond,
Holland

Left: Lt Richards
(2nd from right)
and Alan Craggs
(on the right) on
a Matador
armoured car at
Newburn Drill
Hall, Newcastle
upon Tyne
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Watching the
forecasts in the
week prior to

the regatta, there was an
expectation of a fairly wet day
of sailing in miserable
conditions overall. In fact,
however, the 20th Devil’s Own
Invitation Regatta at Seaview
kicked off with a strong and
constant south-westerly
breeze coming off the Isle of
Wight into the Solent,
although the weather overall
was far kinder than the
forecasters had suggested,
with the sun bringing out the
season’s first confirmed
sightings of legs, dangling from
the bottom of shorts.

Breakfast
After the traditional sausage
bap (or two for Maj Matthew
Douglas), the pre-race briefings
kicked off, as some tried to
remember which end of the
boat did what.The wind had
required the smaller jibs, rather
than genoas, however
everything looked set for
spinnakers. Being an early
season race, there were many
rusty drills to be re-awoken,
and this year saw the added
interest of a number of totally
new crews entering, which
made up for those who had to
pull out, largely due to
operational commitments –
particularly missed were the
“home” IC&CY crews of
Majors Dodd and Evans, any
UOTC representation; Major
Tony Benbow with the
‘Admiral’s Barge’ was also
missed, this year singing again
in Spain.

A warm welcome (which
later went on to be a wet
welcome) was extended to
new crews from HQ 2 (SE)

INNS OF COURT AND CITY YEOMANRY YACHT
SQUADRON DEVIL’S OWN INVITATION
REGATTA
2010

Bde,The Scots Guards, and
the Forces in Real Estate (FiRE
– including Coldstream/
Gredanadier Guards and RGJ
helm) and a welcome back to
crews from the Royal
Yeomanry, Kent &
Sharpshooters Yeomanry
(Capt Charlie Field)  and the
HAC (Capt Belinda Selly) after
a short recent absence.With a
slight crew change, the “East
Anglians” of 2009 had
morphed into the “Norfolks”
of 2010 (Mr Henry Gurney),
perhaps due to boundary

changes? In all, ten teams were
afloat for the start of the first
race.

A fairly short course quickly
defined the crews who had
rigged the boats properly and
those who hadn’t, which
rapidly produced thea Scots
Guards, Cumberland Cavalry,
Norfolks in positions 1, 2 and
3, and a fairly fiercely
contested RY 1 & 2/ FiRE club
for the rear of the fleet.Two
further, longer races took
advantage of the good winds
before lunch, producing wins

for the “local boy” Major
Rupert Sawyer in the
Colonel’s Cutter and another
for the Scots Guards, but
much jockeying around
beneath this; some crews had
used spinnakers (and of these,
some had even used them to
an advantage!).At the
lunchtime break, the top spots
were held by the Scots
Guards (1), Cave Canum
(RHG/D) (2=), Cumberland
Cavalry (IC&CY) (2=) and the
Colonel’s Cutter (IC&CY) (4).

By the afternoon, the wind
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had picked up further, and
hence the mainsails were
reefed and spinnakers banned,
levelling the field still further.
An ambitious course on the
fourth race was subsequently
shortened, which suited the
KSY crew who had broken
their boom.A shorter course
on the last race decided the
day, with a well earned win for
Jamie Houston and the Scots
Guards team, with Capt Mark
Anthelme and Cave Canem
taking runners up.The first
single unit / serving crew was

won by the Kent &
Sharpshooters Yeomanry (C
Sqn RY), with the Rusty
Shackle being wrestled out of
the grip of Lt Col Newton
Astbury (CO RY) by the FiRE
Club (Capts Harry Torrace,
James Niell and Simon
Gammell).

After the racing, the ruddy
faces from the day’s sailing
were joined by some land-
lubbing supporters for the
cocktail party and drinks –
with many thanks to Capt
Tony Jewell for his assistance
in administering this.The
prizes were given out at the
annual Regatta dinner in the
Sea View Yacht Club by Major
Andrew Collins as Admiral of
the ICCY YS, although after
“logistical issues” and “poor
procurement procedures”
meant that some of the
prizes were late, and hence
are now “in the post”.will be
presented at the Yacht
Squadron winter dinner at
the Royal Thames Yacht Club,
Knightsbridge on 26th
January, 2011.

The 21st Invitation Regatta
will be held at Sea View Yacht
Club on Friday 15th April,
2011. Please note the change
of day.
Lt Col Jonathan Manley

Left: HQ2 Infantry Brigade
crew
Below: Forces in Real Estate
(Fire Club) crew
Above: Royal Yeomanry crew
ashore
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The visit followed the standard format of a march on to
the HSF Grove followed by a field service.The standard
weather was in place with intermittent rain (Salisbury

Plain style). Our Parade Padre sent a sitrep followed by a fire
mission to his sunray and the customary 20 minute dry period
appeared.

The parade officers were: -
� Parade Commander Jim Wolfe (ICCY/HSF/DOSC)
� Padre Philip Wallace-Pugh (Home Service Force Assn./Royal 

Anglian)
� Bugle Major Adrian Harper (NMA official Bugler/Royal 

Marines)

The parade was supported by the following former HSF
units of the: -
� Royal Anglian Regiment
� Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
� The Staffordshire Regiment
On behalf of the ICCY HSF I thank them for their (regular)
support of this annual event.

Following the above we all made a “tactical” move to the local
Royal British Legion clubhouse for a pleasant buffet lunch, a few
beers and a fair bit of “swinging the lamp”

Following the above The ICCY contingent moved onto to the
Globe Inn Tamworth for a an evening meal and you guessed it a
few beers and even more “swinging the lamp” plus an overnight
stay.
The ICCY group consisted of Jim Wolfe, Bob Lane, Bob

Pulbrook, Dave Edwards, Paul Howard, Les Clarke (acting unpaid
L/Cpl by field promotion by The Parade Commander for
wearing the correct footwear it would have been a full Cpl if Les
had managed to wear the correct tie as well!), Denis Farthing &
Mrs F, John Sabini & Mrs S.

This is our 5th annual Visit of Homage and we always have a
good turnout well supported by other units mentioned above.

The next visit will be Sat 28 May 2011, this will be an “open
event” and not confined to former HSF members and we would
welcome other elements of the ‘Regimental Family’ to join us.

There is a serious side to the visit (as there should be in
respect of the location of the parade and service) but needless
to say in true ICCY tradition we bolt on a enjoyable social
element.

Top: HSF ICCY plaque
Second top: 2010 National Memorial Arboretum HSF contingent
Above left:Yeomanry standards
Above right:WAGS with a flag
Left: HSF Grove

2010
NMA ICCY Visit of Homage 

Sat 29 May 
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MAJOR CE PAUL MC
died on the 10th January
2010, aged 81, survived by
his wife Antonia.
Edward Paul joined the
14/20th King’s Hussars in
1948 as a regular officer
having gone through
Sandhurst. In 1950 the 8th
KRI Hussars found themselves
short of young officers
when ordered to Korea
and asked for a loan of
one from the 14/20th.
No less than four
officers volunteered and
Edward won the ballot.

As a Troop-Leader of a
troop of the then new
Centurion tank, fitted
with the latest 20-
pounder gun and secret
stabiliser enabling the gun to
be used on the move, he was
with the KRI at the battle of
the Imjin River. In the
desperate withdrawal while
trying to keep the way open
for the retreating infantry,
who were being hard pressed
by the overwhelming Chinese
forces, Edward won the MC
(See Vanguard No 41 for his
description of the action).

Following the Korean War,
Edward decided to leave the
army, much to the chagrin of
the 14/20th, who were loath
to lose a ‘star’ officer. He
joined the Rough Riders and
was described by one of them
as a very modest person who
very seldom talked of his
experiences. He must have
found the antics of the junior
officers somewhat frivolous.
He left the Regiment after
Exercise London Pride when
the Regiment was relegated to
the infantry role.

He worked for Tate and Lyle
in the City and then in France
for many years becoming a
director of the company,
retiring to live in south
London and France.

Obituaries
He will be remembered for

the quietly efficient way he
went about his soldiering, for
which he was admired by all.

AAS & JMHB.

MAJOR GENERAL AE
YOUNGER DSO CBE
(Royal Engineers) 

died on the 5th July 2010,
aged 91; he is survived by his
wife Diana and their three
daughters.

Those of us who visited
Juno beach in 1996 for the
unveiling of our Regimental
Memorial there, a memorial
which also honours the Royal
Engineers under command at
that time, will remember Tony
Younger as the senior RE on
parade. Not his first time on
Juno Beach. He landed on Juno
early on D-Day leading the
7th Brigade ashore when
commanding the 26 Assault
Squadron, an armoured unit
composed mainly of Fuller’s
Funnies. His command tank
was badly damaged and he
was wounded, having to direct
his squadrons operations on
foot, pushing ahead of the
infantry still pinned down by
machine gun and mortar fire.
He walked into Courseulles
and found the bridges mined
and ready for demolition.

He cut the electric cables
and and dumped the
explosives in the river thereby
enabling an important link
between the two forward

battalions. He was awarded a
DSO for this day’s work.

General Younger’s friendship
with the ICR, particularly the
men of C Squadron, grew and
strengthened over the years.
He will be sadly missed.

ADRIAN GEOFFREY
OWEN 

died suddenly on the 4th
May 2010. He is survived by
his wife, his three sons and
his daughter and many
grandchildren. It was with
great sadness that Adrian’s
friends in B Squadron ICCY
received the news that he
had died a few days short
of his 70th birthday.

George Lovell writes: ‘In
breaking this news his

family were comforted by
the fact that his passing was
both quick and pain free.
His funeral was to be private
but a memorial service was

arranged for the 25th June at
a church near his home in
Devon.

‘Adrian joined B Squadron
ICCY in 1961and after a
very short spell with the
Rough Riders he quickly
established himself as a
valuable member of that
particular Band of Brothers.
During the annual camp of
1961, at the Squadron

Smoker he maintained his
dignity with aplomb as G2
officer when he was
accosted by one Trooper
Hall, a Hungarian, who
without warning threw his
arm around Adrian’s neck
with the words “Hey Ginger!
I like you!”

Adrian, a private man, had
a very happy family life. Keith
Hall and I were delighted to
meet his wife and the family
at his Memorial Service.
Adrian was immensely proud
of them all.

‘He had many other
interests. His earliest was
Rugby football. At
Cheltenham College, when
Captain of the 1st XV, he led
the team to a record, not
since equalled, 100%
unbeaten series of matches.
This was recognised by the
presence, at his Memorial
Service, of several members
of the team he led some 50
years previously.The
Outward Bound movement
was one of Adrian’s earlier
interests together with his
enthusiasm for sailing and
instructing people in sailing
skills. Fishing was also a
lifetime enthusiasm.

Those close to Adrian, and
those who were his friends,
all mourn his passing and
remember him with pleasure
and affection. Adrian, Rest in
Peace.’ 

CORPORAL GERALD A
PARKER 
died suddenly on the 9th July
2010, aged 63.

He is survived by his wife
Janet and his sons Daniel and
Paul.

The Squadron Leader Alex
Downing writes:

‘Gerry Parker’s unexpected
death was a very sad moment
for the squadron and our
heartfelt sympathies go to his

"One Charlie" recovered in
1997 to become the RE's

memorial.
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Obituaries
wife Janet, his sons, other
members of his family and his
friends. Gerry was a popular
member of the Squadron. He
had served in the Regular
Army and the TA for 38 years
and retired from the TA
earlier this year. His
dedication and loyalty to the
Squadron were unshakeable.

‘His funeral was naturally
well attended with family,
friends from work and the TA
with an honour guard from
the Squadron; there were
many tributes, some moving,
respectful, and some
humorous.

‘Dismiss Corporal Parker.
Rest in Peace Gerald.’ 

ALEX PECKETT 
died in Manchester on Sunday
10th January 2010, age 93. He
is survived by his son David;
his wife Lillian died some two
years ago.

John Collinge writes:
‘Alex was born in Leeds but

spent most of his life in
Manchester where I also lived
for a time and used to meet
up with him. Sadly I could not
attend his funeral in
Manchester but a Regimental
wreath was sent.

‘I first met Alex in 1942

when I joined C Squadron
ICR. He had been there for
some time, having transferred
from the Loyals ( he had been

in the RN before that).We
both landed on Juno beach on
D-Day 6th June 1944
comparatively unscathed and
made our way inland until on
the next day, when we became
involved in a friendly fire
incident at Jerusalem
Crossroads (see Vanguards
Passim) in which Alex received
several severe injuries leading
to complete blindness and
limited mobility.

Following his repatriation he
spent much time with St
Dunstan’s where he learned
to cope with his disabilities
and to master Braille. He
later took up employment
with Lloyds Bank before
moving to the Ministry of
Labour.

‘Living in Manchester at that
time, I often saw him coping
with the rush hour and
marvelled at his composure.

‘Alex life was a story of
great courage and
determination. Following
Lillian’s death in 2008, he
continued to live alone and
look after himself, well
supported by his son David
and other family, St Dunstan’s

and friends and carers.
Despite his disabilities he
never seemed bitter and was
generally cheerful and enjoyed

a chat and a laugh with his old
comrades. He maintained
interest in current affairs,
enjoyed listening to tape
recorded books and for many
years enjoyed tending his
garden.To quote his son David
“he would have a go at
anything and nothing seemed
to bother him.”

‘He found great pleasure at
reunions both in London and
Normandy; he was especially
remembered at Jerusalem by a
family he first met on 7th June
’44 and with whom he
maintained contact over many
years.

Knowing Alex has been a
privilege. Our condolences go
to his family. May he rest in
Peace.’

ARTHUR TURNER 
died on the 7th January 2010,
aged 89. He is survived by his
wife Hilary and his son Peter.
Arthur was transferred from
the Royal West Kents in 1943.
He maintained his rank as
corporal and was posted to 3
Troop, which, by the time he
landed in Normandy, was
commanded by Lt Thirkettle.

Once in Normandy the
Troops were reorganised into
light and heavy troops and
Arthur served as 2i/c to Sgt
Kinnaird who commanded 8
Troop, made up of 3 DACs.
After the Rhine crossing, as
L/Sgt,Arthur commanded a
DAC in 5 Troop under Lt
Dilley. During a month
straddling September
/October ’44 Arthur was away
from the Squadron.This was
the period of the Arnhem
landings but we have not yet
been able to discover from
records where he was. His
wife Hilary thinks he may have
been wounded but he never
talked about it. (If any reader
has the answer, please advise
the editor.) He returned in

good order in time for the
Rhine Crossing.

Arthur was an active
member of the Association.
He attended reunions in
London, Duxford, Sibson and
joined us in Normandy when
we visited Juno Beach and
l’Aigle.. He was a quiet,
friendly man who will be
sorely missed by all who knew
him.

NORMAN HOLMES 
died on the 31st October

Alex Peckett 
(third left) at the 
1947 C Squadron 
ICR Regimental
Reunion
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2007, age 84. He is survived by
his wife Rene, daughters Sue
and Liz, sons Derek and Pete,
eight grandchildren and three
great grandchildren.

Norman was a strong
supporter of the Association
and worked hard to recruit
former members of his old D
Squadron ICR. He attended
meetings in London and for
many years organised all-ranks
mini reunions at Duxford,
always with a good turnout
and kept the Secretary
informed of the wellbeing or
otherwise of his comrades in
arms.

A twin, Norman and his
brother Alec were called up
on the same day in 1942. His
brother went to Lincoln and
Norman reported to the
Gordon Highlanders in
Aberdeen. His experience
there determined him not to
become an infantryman if he
could avoid it. (He did not
avoid it entirely.) Aptitude
tests with the Gordons
suggested  he would be more
suited in a technical role and
he was transferred to an RAC
training regimentt, the 59th, at
Barnard Castle, from where,
after 13 weeks training, he
was posted to D Squadron
ICR, located then at Knayton,
near Thirsk.Among other
recent recruits were Jim Prail,
Vic Baines , George Ripoley
and Jim Scot to name but a
few.

The Squadron later moved
to Winterthorpe , near
Newcastle to continue
training.There it seems that
much spare time was spent at
the Jingling Gate, a pub with a
dance and concert room. No
one speaks of the Jingling
Gate  without a twinkle in his
eye.Three members of
Norman’ s Troop met and
married Winterthorpe Girls.

Norman was a relief driver
in 2 Troop while the training

for Normandy continued
apace until the time came for
the Squadron to move to the
south to await embarkation.
The Squadron landed at
Coursuelles on July 2nd. 1944.
Once in Normandy, the
troops were reorganised and
Norman joined the Squadron
“Blitz” Troop, where his early
infantry training was put to
good use. Jim Prail was also in
the Blitz Troop; they were
both Bren gunners. Norman
described Jim in his notes as
“... a reliable mate.. I could
always depend on him...”.
After Norman’s death Jim
wrote that “Norman was a
very popular member of the
Squadron. He had a great
sense of humour which was
appreciated by all the other
members of our crew. In
some of the hairy situations
we encountered – and there
were many –”heart in the
mouth stuff “as Norman used
to say – it was difficult to
maintain a sense of humour
but Norman always seemed
to manage it

On demobilisation, Norman
joined the Lincolnshire
constabulary in which he
served for 30 years and later
spent 12 years with the
Anglian Water Board until
retiring in 1988.

INNS OF COURT
AND

CITY YEOMANRY
BLAZER  BUTTONS

I have a few blazer buttons, large (21mm)
and small (16mm), for sale.They are made
by London Badge & Button Co. Ltd, a
leading maker of regimental buttons.
Buttons show the devil on a spur and are
dead gilt and burnish finish with raised
design.They are for sale at £3 each, large
and small. If you are interested in buying
any of the buttons, please send me an
email at p.griffiths@4stonebuildings.com
or telephone me on 020 7421 3711.You
can collect them from me at 4 Stone
Buildings, Lincoln’s Inn but please check I
am in first.Alternatively I can send them
by post; postage and packaging will be
charged at £3.
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SHQ 883 TROOP 906 TROOP 907 TROOP
Command Team 2Lt Wiggins Capt Swain

Maj Downing (OC) SSgt Boswell SSgt Pieper

Capt Leigh (2IC) Sgt Dawes Sgt Burke Sgt Marsh

Lt Taffs (Ops Offr) Cpl Barrett Cpl Barham Sgt Brazier

Lt Bolt Cpl Warren Cpl De Winton Cpl Denton

WO2 (SSM) Paton LCpl Giles Cpl Hitchen Cpl Honychurch

LCpl Mahomed Cpl Sharp Cpl Nugent

Ops Team Sig Amanyire Cpl Simmons LCpl Brayshaw

WO2 (YofS) Perry Sig Burns LCpl Foleros LCpl Delf

SSgt (FofS) Young Sig Ellery LCpl Maalouf LCpl Mallia

Sgt Tear (Ops Sgt) Sig Irish LCpl McCarthy LCpl Ward

Sgt Griffiths Sig McGowan LCpl Tysoe Sig Alston

Cpl Knight Sig Ngwira Sig Azad Sig Ashton

Sig Noble Sig Babirye Sig Brown

Tech Team Sig Rahman Sig Berridge Sig Darley

LCpl Greig Sig Robin Sig Fox Sig Jackson

Sig Irwin Sig Teslenko Sig Hawkins Sig Kerlen

Sig Markham Sig Lewis

MT Rct Elia-Perumal Sig Morgan Sig Mills

Sgt Stabler Rct Gorman L Sig Newman Sig Polley

LCpl Kane Sig Oakeshott Sig Rideout

Sig Gorman W Sig Osment Sig Salisbury

Sig Whiffen

Rct Hale

Catering Rct Mousa Rct Shepherd

LCpl Michael RLC Rct O’Hara Green

Admin Sp Team

Sgt Jules AGC (SPS)

LCpl Way AGC (SPS)

Medical
Pte Laurent RAMC

Deployed Detached
Permanent Staff
Capt Wadley (PSAO) OP HERRICK Media Ops Group (V)
SSgt Goodwin (SQMS) Lt Olohan Capt Allen

SSgt Haskell (SPSI) Capt Keppler

SSgt Carnegie (PSI (T)) Lt Kallaway

Ms Wynne (AO) 2Lt Perkins

Mrs Jones (Caretaker LI)

Mrs Roche (Caretaker WX) FTRS Officer Trg (LDRTC OTW)
Mrs Brooking (Caretaker HA) LCpl Karago LCpl Betz-Vais

Mr Allen (Storeman CH)

Mr Whitbread (Storeman WX)

68 (ICCEY) SIGNAL SQUADRON
NOMINAL ROLL
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